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To all who aro interested in the service of God and the prog 
ress of the church on c&rth the history of the work of the apos 
ties furnishes & chapter of peculiar attractions History it is 
said repeats itself So the exporionce of the church repeats it 
solf and in tho experiences of the apostles we read in many par 
ticulars our own To thoso who hare read tho series of pam 
pblets on the Life of Christ by the same author we need say noth 
ing about tho chasto and impro sire stylo ia which the matter is 
] resented nor tho now and striking thoughts which by iho casual 
tbmkcr would be uoperccirod Wo commend Ibis to tbo reader 
as a raluablo help in understanding tho lessons tbo Scriptures 
\ ould teach us in what they baro recorded of the lnes and ex 
pcricnccs of these servants of God 

Fublisubrs 
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When Jesus opened the undeistandm^ of the 
disciples to tho meaning of the prophecies con 
cernine himself, he assured them, that all power 
was given him m Heaven and on earth and 
bade them go preach the gospel to every creatuio 
Tho disciples with a sudden revival of their old 
hope that Jesus would take his place upon the 
thione of David at Jeiusalem inquired 'Wilfc 
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel ? The Savioui threw an uncertainty ovei 
their mmds in regard to the subject by replying 
that it "was not for them to know the times 01 
the seasons which the Father hath put m his 
own powei 

The disciples began to hope that the wondei- 
ful descent of the Holy Ghost would influence 
the Jewish people to accept Jesus The Saviour 
foibore to faith ei explain for he knew that 
when the Holy Spmt should come upon them in 
full measuie then* minds would be illuminated 
aud they would fully understand the work befoie 
them and take it up just where he had left it 

The disciples assembled in the upper chamber 
uniting in supplications with the believing worn- 
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en with Mary the mother of Jesus and with 
his biethren These biethren who had been 
unbelieving were now fully established m their 
faith by the scenes attending the' crucifixion 
and b} the lesurrection and ascension of the 
Lord The number assembled was about one 
hundied and twenty While they were awaiting 
the descent of the Holy Ghost they supplied the 
office left vacant by Judas Two men were 
selected who, in the careful judgment of the 
believers were best qualified foi the place 
But the disciples distrusting their ability to de 
cide the question farther lefcrred it to One 
that knew all hearts They sought the Lord in 
piayer to ascertain which of the two men was 
more suitable for the important position of 
tiust as an apostle of Chust The Spirit of God 
selected Matthias for the office 

Both men who had been selected wcio consid- 
ered to be persons of stein integrity and in every 
way w 01 thy of the vacant position , but notwith 
standing the disciples weie intimately acquainted 
•with them they felt that their own judgment 
WuS impei feet and trusted the selection only to 
the Loid whose e\es could lead the hiduen se 
c ets of tho heart Theie is a lesson ioi our 
time in this occunenco Many who aie appar- 
ently v. ell qualified to labor for God are urged 
into the mmistiy without a piopei consideration 
of then case and at length become a grievous 
bin den to tho chinch instead of buiden beaieis 
If the chuich of the piescnt time would act as 
cautiousl} and wisely as did the apostles in fill 
iug the \acancy among them much perplexity 
and senous mjuiy might bo saved the cause of 
God Ihc woik has oltcn suffered much by put 



ting peisons forward to do that which they * ere 
not capable of doing 

After filling the vacancy in the apostolic num 
ber the disciples gave their time to meditation 
and prayer being often in the temple, testifying 
of Christ, and praising God. The Pentecost was 
a feast celebrated seven weeks after the pass 
over Upon these occasions the Jews weie re 
quired to repair to the temple and to piesent tho 
first-fruits of all tho haivest, thus acknowledging 
then* dependence on the great Giver of all good 
and their obligation to render back to God in 
gifts and oflerings to sustain his cause that 
which he had mtrusted to them On this day 
of divine appointment, the Lord graciously 
poured out his Spirit on the little company of 
believers who were the first-fruits of the Chris- 
tian church 

'And when the day of Pentecost was fully 
come, they were all with one accord in one place 
And suddenly there came a sound fiom heaven 
as of a lushing mighty wind and it filled all 
the houso wheio they were sitting And theie 
appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of 
file nnd it sat upon each of them And they 
weie all filled with the Holy Ghost and began 
to spe-k with other tongues as the Spuit gavo 
them utteiance The Holy Ghost assuming tho 
form of tongues of fire divided at the tips and 
resting upon those assembled, w as an emblem of 
tho gi t which was bestowed upon them of speal 
ing with fluency seveial different languages 
with whicn thoy had formerly been unacquainted, 
and the appeal ance of fire signified the fervent 
zeal with which they would labor and the powei 
which would attend their words 
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Under this heavenly illumination, the script- 
ures -which Chust had explained to them stood 
forth in their minds with the vivid luster and 
loveliness of clear and powerful truth The vail 
which had prevented them from seemg the end 
of that which was abolished was now removed, 
and the object of Christ s mission and the nature 
of his kingdom were comprehended with perfect 
clearness 

The Jews had been scattered to almost every 
nation and spoke various languages They had 
come long distances to Jerusalem and had tern 
poiarily taken up their abode there to remain 
through the religious festivals then in progress 
and to observe their requirements "When as- 
sembled, they were of every known tongue 
This diversity of languages was a great obstacle 
to the labois of Gods soivants in publishing the 
doctrine of Christ to the uttcimost parts ot the 
earth That God should supply the deficiency 
of the apostles in a muaculous manner was to 
the people tho most perfect confirmation of the 
testimony of these witnesses for Christ Iho 
Holy Spmt had done foi them that which they 
could not havo accomplished for themselves in a 
lifetime , they could now spread the truth of the 
gospel abroad, speaking with accuracy the lan- 
guage of those for whom they weie laboring 
This miraculous gift was tho highest evidence 
they could present to the woild that their com 
mission bore the signet of Heaven 

' And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, 
devout men out of every nation under heaven 
Uow when this was noised abioad the multitude 
came together, and were confounded, because 
that cseiy man heard them speak m his own 



TUE PENTECOST 7 

language And they weie all amazed, and mar 
vclcd, saying one to another Behold aie not all 
these which speak Galileans? And how heai 
we every man in our own tongue wherein wo 
were born ? 

The priests and rulers were greatly enraged 
at this wonderful manifestation, which was re- 
poited throughout all Jerusalem and its vicin- 
ity , but they dared not give way to their mal- 
ice for fear of exposing themselves to the hatred 
of the people Thev had put the Master to 
death but here were his servants unlearned men 
of Galilee, tracing out the wonderful fulfillment 
of prophecy and teaching the doctrine of Jesus 
in all the languages then spoken They spoke 
with power of the wonderful works of the Sav- 
iour and unfolded to thou hearers the plan of 
salvation in tho meicy and sacrifice of tho Son 
of God Then words convicted and converted 
thousands who listened The traditions and su- 
peistitions inculcated by the priests were swept 
away from their minds and they accepted tho 
puio teachings of the Woid of God 

The piles to and rulers determined to account 
for the miraculous powei of the disciples in somo 
natural way, declared that they were simply 
drunken from pai taking largely of the new wine 
prepared for the feast Some of the most igno 
lant seized this suggestion as the truth, but 
the moie intelligent knew that it was false, and 
those speaking the different languages testified 
to tho accuracy with which they were used by 
the disciples And Peter m answer to the vile 
accusation of the priests, addressed the assembly 
in these words — 

' Yo men of Judea and all ye that dwell at 
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Jerusalem be this known unto you, and hearken 
to my words , foi theso are not drunken as ve 
oiippose seeing it is but the third hour of the 
day But this is that which was spoken by the 
piophet Joel And it shall come to pass in the 
last days saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit 
upon all flesh and your sons and youi daugh- 
ters shall prophesy and your young men shall 
see visions and jour old men shall dream 
dreams 

The effect of Peter s words was very marked , 
and many who had ndiculed the religion of Je- 
sus weio now convinced of its truth It was cer 
tamly unreasonable to suppose that more than 
one hundied persons should become intoxicated at 
that unseasonable hour of the day, and on the oc- 
casion of a solemn religious festival This won- 
derful demonstration was before the customary 
meal at which wme was taken Peter showed 
them that this manifestation was the direct ful- 
fillment of the prophecy of Joel wherein he fore- 
told that such power would come upon men of 
God to fit them for a special worl 

Petei tiaced back the lmeage of Christ in a 
dnect line to tho honorable house of David He 
did not use any of the teachings of Jesus to 
piove his true position because he knew their 
prejudices were so great that it would be of no 
effect But he referred them to David whom 
tho Jews rcgaidcd as a venerable patriarch of 
their nation 

On that memorable occasion largo numbers 
who had heretoforo ridiculed tho idea of so un 
pretending a person as Jesus being the Son of 
God became thoroughly convinced ot tho truth 
and acknowledged him as their Siviour Thrco 
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thousand souls weio added to tho chuicb The 
apostles spoke by the power of the Holy Ghost, 
and their words could not be contioverted, for 
they were confirmed by mighty mnacles wrought 
by them tbiough the outpouring of the Spirit of 
God The disciples weie themselves astonished 
at the results of this visitation, and the quick 
and abundant harvest of souls All the people 
were filled with amazement Ihose who did not 
yield their prejudice and bigotiy weie so ovei 
awed that they dared not by voice or violence 
attempt to stay the mighty work, and foi tho 
time being then opposition ceased 

Th s testimony in regard to tho establishment 
of the Chustian church is given us not only as 
an impoitant portion of sacied history, but also 
as a lessou All who profess the name of Chiist 
should be waiting watching and praying with 
one heart All differences should be put away, 
and unity and tendei love one for another pei 
\ade the whole Then oui prayers may go up 
together to our Heavenly latlioi with strong 
earnest faith Then we may wait with patience 
and hope the fulfillment of tho promise 

The answei may come with sudden velocity 
and overpoweung might, or it may be delated 
foi days and weeks, and oui faith lecoive a tnal 
But God knows how and when <to answei oui 
prayer It is our pait of the work to put oui 
selves in connection with the divine channel 
God is responsible for 7ns part of tho work He 
is faithful who hath promised The great and 
important matter with us is to be of one heait 
and mind putting aside all envy and malice 
and, as humble supplicants to watch and wait 
Jesus our Ropiesentative and Head, is leady to 
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do for us what he did for the praying watching 
ones on the day of Pentecost 

Jesus is as billing to impait couiage and giaco 
to his followers to day as he was to the disciples 
of the early church None should rashly invite 
an opportunity to battle with the principalities 
and powers of darkness When God bids them 
engage in the conflict it will be time enough , he 
will then give the weak and hesitating boldness 
and utterance beyond their hope or expectation 

The same scorn and hatred that was manifested 
against Christ may be seen row to exist against 
those whom he has evidently chosen to be Ins 
co workers Those whose spirits rise up against 
the doctrines of tiuth make haid work for the 
seivants of Chnst But God will make then 
wrath to pruse him , they accomplish his purpose 
by stirring up minds to investigate the truth God 
may allow men to follow their own wicked in 
clmations for a time in opposing him , but when 
he sees it is for his glory, and the good of his 
people he will anest the scorners expose their 
presumptive course and give triumph to his truth 

Iho arguments of tho apostles alono although 
clear and convincing would not have lemoved 
the preiudico of the Jews v»hich had withstood 
so much evidence But the Hol> Ghost sent 
those aiguments home with divine power to then 
hearts They weie as sharp airows of the Al- 
mighty convicting them of their terrible guilt m 
1 ejecting and crucifying the Lord of glory Now 
when they heard this they were pricked in their 
heart and said unto Peter and to the rest of tho 
apostles Men and bietbien what shall we do ? 
Then Peter "aid unto them Repent and bo bap 
tized ovei) one of )Ou m the name of Jesus 
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Christ for the remission of sins and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost 

The disciples and apostles of Christ had a deep 
sense of their own inefficiency and with humilia- 
tion and prayer they joined their weakness to 
his strength, their ignorance to his wisdom their 
unworthmess to his righteousness their poverty 
to his inexhaustible wealth Thus strengthened 
and equipped they hesitated not in the service of 
their Master 

Peter uiged home upon the convicted people 
the fact that they had rejected Christ because 
they had been deceived by the priests and rulers , 
and if they continued to look to them for coun 
sel and waited for those leaders to acknowledge 
Christ before they dared to do so they would 
never accept him Those powerful men although 
they made a profession of sanctity, were am 
bibious and zealous foi riches and earthly glory 
They would nevei come to Christ to receivo light 
Jesus had foretold a terrible letubution to come 
upon that people for their obstinate unbelief 
notwithstanding tho most powoiful evidences 
given them that Jesus was tho Son of God 

Tnen they that gladly recei\ ed his woid were 
baptized , and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls And thev 
continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine 
and fellowship and in bieaking of bread and in 
prayers And feai came upon eveiy soul, and 
inanj wonders and signs weie done by the apos 
ties 

Prom this time forth the language of the dis 
ciples was pure simple, and accurate in word and 
accent whether they spoke their native tongue 
oi a foreign language These humble men, who 
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had ne\ei learned m tho school of the pioplieh, 
pitsented tiuths so elevated and pure as to aston 
ish thoso who heaid them They could not go 
peisonally to the utteimost paits of the earth, 
but theie weie men at the feast from eveiy quai 
ter of the world and the tiuths received h) them 
weie earned to their various homes and pub 
hshed among then people winning souls to 
Chnst 



III] CJ II I»LE HEALED 

A siiorT time aftei the descent of the Holy 
Spirit and immediately after a season of feivent 
prayei Petei and John going up to the temple 
to woi hip saw a diaticssedand po\erty stucken 
cnpplc forty years of age who had known no 
other life than one of pain and infirmity This 
unfoitunate man had long desned to 30 to Jesus 
and be healed, but he was almost helpless and 
was lemoved fai from tho scene of the great 
Physician s labois Finally his earnest pleadings 
induced somo kind peisons to beai him to the 
gate of tl temple But upon arriving there he 
dibCON eiixl that the Healci upon whom his hopes 
■weie ccnteied had been put to a ciuel dcatli 

I lib disappointment c\cited tho pity of those 
11 ho 1 new how long ho had eagerly hoped and 
expected to be healed by Jesus and they daily 
bi ought him to the temple that the passeis by 
miLht be moved to gi\o him a trifle to lelicve 
his pi esent wants As Peter and John passed he 
begged chanty from them The disciples re 
gaidcd him with com passion And Potei fast 
enmg his ejes upon nim with John, said, Look 
on us Siher and gold have I none , but such 
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as I have give I thee In tho name of Jesu3 
Christ of Nazareth use up and walk 

The poor man s countenance had fallen when 
Peter declaied his own poverty but grew bnght 
with hope and faith as the disciple continued 
And he took him by the right hand and lifted 
him up, and immediately his feet and ankle 
bones received strength And ho leaping up 
stood and walked and entered with them into 
the temple walking and leaping and praising 
God And all the people saw him walking and 
piaising God And they knew that it was he 
which sat foi alms at the Beautiful gate of the 
temple, and they weie filled with wonder and 
amazement at that which had happened unto 
him 

The Jews weie astonished that the disciples 
could perform miracles similar to those of Jesus 
He they supposed was dead and they had e^ 
pected all such wonderful manifestations to cease 
with him Yet hero was this man who had been 
a helpless cupple foi foity years now lcjoicmg 
in the full use of his limbs fico fiom pain and 
happy in believing upon Jesus 

J?ne apostles saw tho amazement of the people, 
und questioned them why they should bo aston 
ished at the miracle which they had v* ltnessed, 
and regaid them with awe as though it weie 
thiough tlcii own power they had done this 
thing Petei a«suicdthem it was done thiough 
the ments of Jesus of Nazareth whom they had 
rejected and ciucihcd but whom God had laised 
fiorn the dead tho thud day 'And his name 
thiough faith in his name hath made this man 
strong whom 3 see and 1 now , yea the faith 
which is b\ him hath gnen him this pcifccl 
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soundness in the presence of you all And new 
biethren I wot that through ignorance ye did it, 
as did also your lulers But those things which 
God before had showed by the mouth of all his 
prophets that Christ should suffer, he hath so 
fulfilled 

The manner of Jesus in working his miracles 
was very different from that of his apostles 
His language was that of one who possessed pow 
er m himself Be thou clean ' Peace be still ' 
Neither did he hesitate to accept the honoi of 
fered him on these occasions, nor seek to divert 
the minds of the people from himself as though 
his miracles weie not wrought by his own power 
foi his own glory But the apostles wrought mir 
aclcs only m the name of Jesus and refused to re 
cei\ e the least honor to themselves They claimed 
to be only mstiuments of that Jesus whom 
the Jews had crucified but whom God had raised 
and elevated to his light hand He was to re 
ceive all the honor and praise 

Aftei the performance of this miracle the peo 
pie flocked togethei in the temple and Peter ad 
dtessed them in one part of the temple while 
John spoke to them in another part The apos 
ties having spoken plainly of the great crime of 
the Jews in i ejecting and putting to death the 
Prince of Life were careful not to drivo tljem to 
madness or despair Peter was willing to lessen 
the atrocity of their guilt as much as possible, by 
presuming that they did the deed ignorantly 
Ho declaicd to them that the Holy Ghost was 
calling for them to repent of their sins and to be 
converted , that there was no hope for them ot 
cupt through the meicy of that Chust whom 
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they had crucified, through faith in him only 
could their sins be canceled by his blood 

This preaching the resurrection of Christ, and 
that through his death and resurrection he would 
finally bring up all the dead fiom their graves, 
deeply stined the Sadducees They felt that 
their favorite doctrine was in danger, and their 
reputation at stake Some of the officials of the 
temple and the captain of the temple, were Sad 
ducees The captain with the help of a num 
ber of Sadducees arrested the two apostles, and 
put them in prison, as it was too late for their 
cases to be examined that night 

These opponents of Christ and of the doctrines 
of the apostles could but believe although they 
refused to acknowledge, that Jesus had usenfrom 
the dead and remained on tho eaith for foity days 
afterward, the evidence was too convincing for 
them to doubt it Yet nevertheless, their heaits 
did not soften nor their consciences smite them 
for the terrible deed they had committed m put- 
ting him to death When tho power from Heaven 
came upon tho apostles in so remaikable a man- 
ner, fear held them from violence but their bit- 
terness and malice were unchanged Five thou 
sand had already embraced the new doctime 
taught by the apostles, and both Pharisees and 
Sadducees decided among themselves that if those 
teachers were suffered to go unchecked their own 
influence would be m greater danger than when 
Jesus was upon earth If one or two discourses 
from the disciples could accomplish such marvel 
ous lesults the world would soon believe on Chust 
if they were left free and the influence of priests 
and potentates would be lost 

The following day Annas and Caiaphas with 
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the othei dignitaries of the temple met togethei 
for the tual of the pnsoners who were then 
brought before them In that very room and 
bwfoie those very men, Petei had shamefully de 
nied his Loid All this came distinctly befoie 
the mind of the disciple as he now appeared foi 
his own tual He had now an opportunity of 
ledeemmg hisfoiirei wicked cowai dice 

I ho compiny picsent remembeied the paifc 
Peter had acted at the tual oi his Mastei and 
they flatteicd themselves that he could be in 
ttraidated by the threat of imprisonment and 
death But the Petei who denied Chust in the 
hom of his greatest need was the impulsive 
self confident disci plo differing widely fiom the 
Potci who was before the Sanhedrim foi exami 
nation that da} Ho had been converted, he 
was distrustful of self and no longei a pi Olid 
boaster Ho was idled with the Holy fepnit and 
thiough its powei he had become firm as a rock 
couiageous yet modest in magnifying Chiist 
He was ready to lemovo the stain of his apostasy 
by honoring the name he had once disowned 

Hitheito the priests had avoided having tho 
crucifixion oi lesurrection of Jtsus mentioned 
but now in fulfillment of their puipose they w ere 
ioiccd to inquire of the accused by what power 
they had accomplished tho remarkablo cure of 
the impotent man Then Petei, filled with the 
Hofy Ghost addiesscd the pnests and eldeis re 
spectfully and declared Be it knov n unto you 
all and to all the people of Israel that by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazal eth whom ye cruci 
fled whom God raised fiom the dead, oven by him 
doth this man stand hcic befoie > ou wnolo Ihn 
i UicsloiK w Inch was ct at n ujitot }oalmiI«l 



eis which is become tho head of the cornei 
Neither is there salvation in any other, for there 
is none othei name under heaven given among 
men whereby we must be saved ' 

The seal of Ohnst was on tho words of Petei 
and his countenance was illuminated by tho 
Holy Spmt Close beside him as a convincing 
witness, stood the man who had been so miracu 
lously cuied The appeaianco of this man, who 
but a few hours befoie was a helpless cupplo now 
lestoied to soundness of body and being en 
lightened concerning Jesus of Nazareth, added a 
weight of testimony to tho words of Petei 
Pi lests, rulers and people wore silent The rulers 
had no power to refute his statement They had 
been obliged to hear that which they most de 
sired not to heai — the fact of the resurrection of 
Jesus Chi ist and his power m Hca\ en to pcrfot m 
mnacles thiough the medium of his apostles on 
earth 

The crowning muacle of laising La/arus fiom 
tho dead had scaled the deteimination of the 
priests to nd tho world of Jesus and his wondei 
iul \i orks which were fast destroy mg their own 
influence with tho people But here was a con 
vincing pioof that tho death of Jesus had not 
put a stop to the working of miracles in his 
name nor to the promulgation of the doctrine he 
had taught Already the news of tho miraclo and 
the preaching of the apostles, had filled all Jerusa 
lorn with excitement 

The defense of Peter, in which ho boldlv 
avowed from whence his strength was obtained, 
appalled them Ho had referred to the stone set 
at naught by tho builders which had become tho 
head ol the coinci Ihcto buildcis wcio tho au 
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thontics of the Jewish church, who should haye 
perceived the value of Him whom they rejected 
In those words he duectly referred to Christ, 
who was the foundation stone of the church 

The people weie amazed at the boldness of the 
disciples They supposed because they were lg 
norant fishermen, they would be overcome with 
embairassment when confronted by the priests, 
scribes and eldeis But they took knowledge 
that they had be«r with Jesus The apostles 
spoke as he had spoken with a convincing powei 
tnat silenced their adversaries In order to con- 
ceal their perplexity the priests and rulers oideied 
the apostles to be taken away, that they might 
counsel among themselves 

They all agreed that it would be useless to 
deny that the man had been healed through power 
given the apostles in tho name of the ciucified 
Jesus They would gladly have covered up the 
mnacle by falsehoods, but the work was done in 
tho full light of day and before a crowd of peo 
pie and had already come to the knowledge of 
thousands They felt that the work must bo lm 
mediately stopped or Jesus would gain many 
believers their own disgrace would follow, and 
they would be held guilty of the murdei of tho 
Son of God 

But notwithstanding their disposition to de 
stioy the disciples they dared not do worse than 
threaten them with the severest punishment if 
*hey continued to teach or woik in the name of 
Jesus Thereupon Peter and John boldly de 
clarcd that their work had been given them of 
God and they could not but speak the things 
which they had seen and heard The priests 
would gladly ha% e punished these noble men for 



then unswerving fidelity to then sacred calling 
but they feared the people, "for all men glonfied 
God for that which was done So with repeated 
threats and injunctions, the apostles were set at 
liberty 

While Peter and John were prisoners the other 
disciples knowing tho malignity of the Jews, had 
prayed for them unceasingly, fearing that the 
cruelty exercised upon Christ would be repeated 
upon then brethren As soon as the apostles 
were released they sought their anxious brethren 
and reported to them the result of the examma 
tion Great was the joy of the believers, and 
they agam betook themselves to prayer that 
greater strength might be imparted to them in 
the work of the ministry, which they saw would 
meet the same determined opposition which 
Chnst encountered when upon earth The dis 
ciples had no desire to gloufy themselves but 
sought to exalt Jesus, and to rescue souls through 
his saving message 

While their united prayers were ascending in 
faith to Heaven tho answer came The place 
where they were assembled was shaken and they 
were filled with the Holy Ghost They went 
forth to their woik, spealang the Woid of God 
with convincing power and there were daily 
large additions to the church Great numbers 
had collected at Jerusalem to pbseivo the sacred 
feast The exciting scenes of the crucifixion and 
resurrection had called out a much laiger num- 
ber than usual When the truth taught bv 
the apostles was brought suddenly and with 
convincing power before them thousands were 
converted in a day 

1 hese early believers were most of them imme- 
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diately cut off fiom family and fuends by the 
zealous bigotry of the Jews Many of the con 
verts -were thrown out of busi^es* and exiled from 
then homes because they followed the convic 
tion^ of their consciences and espoused the cause 
of Chust It was necessary to pi o vide this large 
number congiegated at Jerusalem with homes 
and sustenance Those having money and pos 
sessions cheerfully sacrificed them to the existing 
cmcigency Iheir means were laid at the feet 
of the apostles who made distribution to eveiy 
man accoidmg as he had need, and there were 
none among them who lacked 

One example of noble benevolence is paiticu 
Hrly mentioned in tho Scuptuies And Joses 
who by tho apostles was surnamed Barnabas 
(which is being interpreted the son of consola 
tion) a Levite and of the country of Cyprus 
having land sold it and brought the money and 
]aid it at the apostles feet This was the effect 
of the pouring out of the Spirit of God upon the 
behe\ crs It made them of one heart and soul 
Ihey had one common interest — the success of 
the mission intrusted to them Their love for 
their biethien and the cause which they had es- 
poused wa3 far greater than their love foi money 
and possessions They acted out their faith and 
by then woiks testified that they accounted the 
souls of men of iar gieatei \alue than any earth- 
ly hentagc 

When selfish love of the world enters the heait 
spmtuality dies The very best antidote for 
Ioa o of the world is the outpouung of tho Spmt 
of God When the love of Chust takes full pos 
so sion of the hent wo shall stirve to follow 
tno c\amplc of Him who foi oiu ales bctamo 
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pool, that through his poveity wo might bo 
made rich When it becomes apparent that tho 
Spirit of truth weakens tho affections of its dis- 
ciples from the world, and renders them self- 
sacnficing and benevolent, in order to savo then 
fellow men tho advocates of tho truth will have 
a powerful influence upon their heaieis 

As a contrast to tho example which has been 
cited another case has been lecoidcd. by the in 
spired pen which leaves a dark stain upon the 
first church But a ceitam man named Ananias, 
with Sapphira his wife sold a possession and 
kept back pait of the price, his wife also bomg 
privy to it, and brought a certain part and laid 
it at the apostles feet* This couple had noted 
the fact that those who had paited with then* 
possessions to Eupply the wants of their poorer 
biethien were held in high esteem among the 
believers They therefore upon consulting to 
gether decided to sell their property and affect 
to give all the pioceeds into the general fund 
but really to letain a large share for themselves 
They thus designed to receive then living which 
they intended to estimate much higher than it 
really was from the common stock and to secure 
the high esteem of then brethren 

But a holy God hates hypocrisy and falsehood 
Ihe apostles weie impressed by a senso of tho 
tiue state of the case and when Ananias pie 
sented himself with his offering lepiesentmg it 
as the entire proceeds of the sale of his property, 
Peter said to him, "Ananias, why hath Satan 
filled thmo heart to ho to tho Holy Ghost, and 
to keep back part of tho price of the land ? 
While it remained, was it not thine own ? and 
after it was sold was it not in thmo own power ' 
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Why hast thou conceived this thing in thino 
heait? Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto 
God And Ananias, hearing these words, fell 
down and gave up the ghost, and gieat feai 
came on all them that heard these things 

Peter asked, ' Was it not thine own ? thus 
showing that no undue influence had been bi ought 
to bear upon Ananias and Sapphna to compel 
them to sacrifice their possesions to the geneial 
good They had acted from choice But in pie 
tending to be wrought upon by the Holy Ghost 
and attempting to deceive the apostles, they had 
lied to the Almighty 

And it was about the space of three hours 
after when his wife not knowing what was done, 
came in. And Peter answered unto her Tell me 
whether ye sold the land for so much ? And she 
paid, Yea, for so much Then Peter taid unto 
hci How is it that yo have agreed together to 
tempt the Spirit of the Lord 1 Behold, the feet of 
them which have buried thy husband are at the 
door, and shall carry thee out Then fell she 
down sjiaightway at his feet and yielded up the 
ghost, and the young men came in and found 
her dead and, canying her forth buried her by 
hei husband And great fear came upon all the 
chuich, and upon as many as heard these things 

This signal manifestation of the wrath of God 
upon the dissemblers was a check which Infinite 
Wisdom know was needed The church would 
have been disgraced, if, in the rapid inciease of 
professed Christians, there were persons profess- 
ing to serve God, but worshiping mammon 
There are many Ananiases and Sapphiras m our 
day whom Satan tempts to dissemble, because of 
their love of money By ^ anous plans and ex- 



cuses they withhold from the treasury of God 
the means intrusted to them for the advance- 
ment of the cause of God Should the punish- 
ment of Ananias and Sapphira be visited upon 
this class there would be many dead bodies in 
our churches requiring burial 

This marked judgment upon two avancious 
hypocrites, whose sin had been detected by the 
evidence of the Spirit of God to the apostles 
•excited the reverential awe of all the new con- 
verts From that time there was greater caution 
manifested by them, and a more thorough self- 
examination testing the motives of their actions 
In any great religious movement there is always 
a class who are earned away by the current of 
feeling bub who soon leveal selfishness and vain- 
glory Such persons can never be an honor to 
tlio causo tho} advocate 

I ho diHCcnmcnt of the apostles m detect 
ing hidden sin added to the confidence of their 
brethren in them and the message which thoy 
preached The apostles continued their woik of 
mercy in healing the afflicted and in pi ocl aiming 
a crucified and lisen Saviour with great power 
Numbers were continually added to the church 
by baptism, but nono dared jom them who weie 
not united heart and mmd with the believers in 
Christ Multitudes flocked to Jerusalem bringing 
their sick and those who were vexed by unclean 
spirits Many sufferers were laid m the streets 
as Peter and John passed by, that their shadows 
might fall upon and heal them The power of 
the risen Saviour had indeed fallen upon the 
apostles and they worked signs and miracles 
that daily increased the number of believers 

These thmg3 greatly peiplexed the pnests and 
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luleis especially those among them who were 
Sadducees They saw that it the apostles weie 
allowed to pi each a resurrected Saviour and to 
do mnaclcs in his name their doc^nne that theie 
was no resunection of the dead would be rejected 
by all and then sect would soon become extinct 
The Phansees saw that the tendency of their 
pi each ng would bo to undeimine the Jewish 
ceiemontes and make the sacrificial offenngs of 
none effect Their formei effoits to suppress- 
these preachers had been in vain, but they now 
felt determined to put down the excitement 

The apostles were accoidingly arrested and 
imprisoned and the Sanhedrim was called to tty 
then cast A largo numbei of learned men in 
addition to tho council, were summoned and 
they counseled together what should bo done 
with these disturbeis of tho peace But tho 
angel of the Lord by night opened tho prison 
doois and bi ought them forth, and said Go 
stand and «peak in the temple to the people all 
the woids of this life And when they heaid 
tli at they cnteicd into tho t< tuple carl) m the 
rooming and taught 

When the apostles appealed among the behe\ 
er* and recounted how the angel had led them 
duectly thiough the band of soldieis^ guarding 
tho pmon and bade them lesume the woik 
which had been mtenupted by the pnests and 
lulers the brethren were filled with joy and 
amQ7eraent 

The priests and rulers in council had decided 
to fix upon them the charge of msuirection, and 
accuse them of murdering Ananias and Sapphira 
and of con»pmng to depute the priests of then 
aulhotitv and put them to death Tncy trusted 
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that the mob would then be excited to take tho 
mattei m hand and to deal by the apostles as 
they had dealt by Jesus They weie awaie that 
many who did not accept the doctrine of Chust 
were weary of the arbitrary rule of the Jewish 
authorities and weie anxious for some decided 
change If the e persons became interested in 
and embiaced tho belief of the apostles acknowl- 
edging Jesus as the Messiah they feaied the 
anger of the entire people would be raised 
against the pnests who would be made to an- 
swer for the murder of Christ They decided to 
take strong measures to prevent this They 
finally sent for the supposed pnsoneis to be 
brought before them Great was their amaze- 
ment when the report was brought back that 
the prison doois weie found securely bolted and 
the uaid stationed bcfoie them but that the 
prisoners weie nowhere to be found 

Soon the leport was brought * Behold tho 
men whom ye put m prison aio standing in tho 
temple and teaching tho people Although the 
apostles weie miraculously delivered fiorn puson 
they were not saved fiom examination and pun- 
ishment Christ had said when he was with 
them, Take heed to yourselves for they shall 
deliver you up to councils God had given 
them a token of his caie and an assurance of his 
presence by sending the angel to them , it was 
now their pait to suffer for the sake of that Je 
us whom they preached The people weio so 
wi ought upon by wlia* they had seen and heaid 
that the priests and mleis knew it would be 1m 
possible to excite them against the apostles 

Then went the captain wi f h the ofhceis and 
brought them without violence, foi they feaitd 



2G 



TIIE ArOSTLES OP CIIRIST 



TIIE CRIPrLE HEALED 



27 



tho people, lest they should have been s boned 
And when they had brought them they set them 
before the council, and tho high priest asked 
them saying Did not we straitly command you 
that ye should not teach in this name ? and, be- 
hold, 3 e ha*\ e filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, 
and intend to bring this man s blood upon us ' 
Ihey were not as willing to bear the blame of 
slaying Jesus as when they swelled the cry with 
the debased mob " His blood be on us and on 
our children I 

Peter with the other apostles took up the 
same line of defense he had followed at his for 
mci tual Then Peter and the other apostles 
answered and said, We ought to obey God rathei 
than men It was the angel sent by God who 
delivered them from prison, and who commanded 
them to teach in the tcmplo In following his 
directions they were obeying the divine com- 
mand which they must continue to do at any 
cost to themselves Peter continued Tho God 
of oiu fathers raised up Jesus whom yo slew 
and hanged on a tree Him hath God exalted 
with his right hand to be a Pnnce and a Sav- 
iour foi to givo lcpcntanco to Israel and foi 
giveness of sins And we are his witnesses of 
theso things, and so is also the Holy Ghost 
v hom God hath given to them that obey him 

Iho spirit of inspiration was upon the apostles 
and tho accused became the accusers chaigmg 
the murder of Christ upon the priests and rulers 
who composed tho council The Jews were so 
eniaged at this that they decided, without any 
fuither tual and without authority fiom tho Bo- 
man ofheers to take the law into their own hands, 
and put the piisoncrs to death Aheady guilty 



of the blood of Chiist, they were now eagei to 
imbrue their hands in the blood of his apostles 
But there was ono man of learning and high po 
sition whose clear intellect saw that this violont 
step would lead to terrible consequences God 
laued up a man of their own council to stay tho 
violence of the priests and rulers 

Gamaliel, the learned Pharisee and doctor, a 
man of great reputation was a peison of extiemo 
caution, who before speaking in behalf of the 
pnsoneis requested them to be lemoved He 
then spoke with great deliberation and calm- 
ness Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves 
what yo intend to do as touching these men 
For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting 
himself to bo somebody, to whom a number of 
men about four hundred joined themselves , who 
was slam , and all as many as oboyed him wore 
scattered and brought to naught After this 
man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the 
taxing and diew away much people aftci him, 
he also perished , and all even as many as obeyed 
him weio dispersed And now I say unto you 
llefiain from these men and let them alone, foi 
if this counsel 01 this woik bo of men, it will 
come to naught But if it be of God, yo cannot 
overthrow it, lest haply yo bo found even to 
fight against God 

The priests could not but see the leasonable- 
ness of his views, thoy were obliged to agree 
with him and very reluctantly leleased the pris- 
oners after beating them with lods, and chaig- 
mg them again and again to pi each no moro in 
the name of Jesus 01 then lives would pay the 
penalty of their boldnoss And they depaited 
iiom the piibimc of the council lcjoicing that 
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they wcio counted v, oi thy to suffer shame for bis 
name And daily in the temple and in every 
house the) ceased not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ 

THE STVEN DEACONS 

And m those dajs when the numbei of the 
disciples wis multiplied there aiose a murmui 
ing of the Grecians against the Hebrews because 
their widows were neglected m the daily minis 
tiation Ihese Grecians were lesidents of othci 
countnes wheio tho Greek language was spoken 
By fai the laiger numbei of conveits were Jews 
who spoke Hebrew, but these had lived in tho 
Roman Empne and spoke only Gieek Mur 
muring? began to nso among them that the Gre 
cian widows wcio not so libci ally supplied as tho 
needy among the Hebiews Any partiality of 
this kind would ha\o been grievous to God , and 
piompt lncasuic wcio liken to lestoio peace and 
hiimony to the belic\cis 

J ho Holy Spmfc suggested a method vhcieby 
the apostles might bo relio'v ed from tho task of 
apportioning to the pooi and similar burdens so 
that they coull be loft free to pieach Christ 
Then the twche called tho multitude of the 
disciples unto them and said It is not leason 
that we should leave the woid of God and serve 
tables Whcicfore bicthren look ye out among 
you seven men of honest report full of the Holy 
Ghost and wisdom whom we may appoint ovei 
this busi-ics* But we will give ourselves con- 
tinually to prayer and to the minis tiy of the 
woid 

Ihc church accoidmgly selected set en men full 



of faith and tbo wisdom of tho Spmt of God, to 
attend to the business pertaining to the cause 
Stephen was chosen first, he was a Jew by buth 
and religion but spoke the Greek language, and 
"was conversant with tho customs and manners 
of the Greeks Ho was tboiefoie considered tho 
most pioper person to stand at tho head and 
have supei vision of tho disbuisement of the funds 
appropriated to the widows, orphans, and the 
worthy poor This selection met the minds of 
all and the dissatisfaction and murmuring weio 
quieted 

The seven chosen men weie solemnly set apait 
for then duties by prayer and the laying on of 
hands Those who were thus ordained, were not 
theieby excluded from teaching the faith On 
thocontraiy it is lecoidcd that 'Stephen full of 
fwith and powci, did gieat wondcis and lunacies 
among the people ' They were fully qualified 
to instruct in the truth They weie also men of 
calm judgment and discretion well calculated to 
deal with difficult cases of tual of muimuung oi 
jealousy 

This choosing of men to Uansact the business 
of tho church, so that the apostles could be left 
free foi their special work of teaching the tiuth 
was greatly blessed of God The church advanced 
in numbers and stiength And tho word ot 
God mci cased, and the numbei of the disciples 
multiplied in Jerusalem greatly, and a gieat 
company of the pucsts were obedient to the 
faith 

It is necessary that the same order and system 
should bo maintained m the chuich now as in 
the dajs of the apostles Ihe piospcrity of the 
cause depends \ciy laigcly upon its \anous de 
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partraents being conducted by men of ability, 
who aio qualified foi their positions Those who 
are chosen of God to be leaders in the cause of 
tiuth, having tho general oversight of the spir- 
itual mteiest of the church, should be relieved, as 
far as possible, from caies and perplexities of a 
tempoial nature Those whom God has called 
to minister m word and doctrine should have 
time for meditation, prayer, and study of the 
bcup'-uies Then clear spuitual discernment is 
dimmed by entenng into the lessei details of bus 
mess and dealing with the vanous tcmpeiaments 
of those who meet togethei m chuich capacity 
It is pioper for all matters of a temporal natuie 
to come before the piopei ofticeis and be by 
them adjusted But if thoy aie of so difhcult a 
chaiacter as to baffle their wisdom they should 
be carried into the council of those who have 
tho ovcisight of tho cntne church 

Stephen was veiy active in the cause of God, 
and declared his faith boldly ' Then there aiose 
cci tain of the synagogue which is called the syn- 
agogue of the Libei tines and C} remans and 
Alcvandnan«» and of them of Cilicia and of Asia 
disputing with Stephen And they wero not 
able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which 
he spake ' These students of the gieat Rabbis 
had felt confident that m a public discussion they 
could obtain a complete victory over Stephen, be- 
cause of his supposed ignorance But ho not 
onl) spoke with the power of the Holy Gho3t 
but it was plain to all tho vast assembly that he 
■w as also a st ident of tho piophccic* and learned 
in all matteis of the law He ably defended tho 
tiuths he ad\ocatcd, *>nd uttcily defeated his op- 
ponents 



The pnests and lulers who witnessed the won 
derful manifestation of tho power that attended 
the ministration of Stephen, were filled with 
bittei haticd Instead of yielding to the weight 
of evidence ho presented, they determined to si- 
lence his voice by putting him to death They 
had on several occasions bribed the Roman au- 
thorities to pass over without comment instances 
where the Jews had taken the law into their own 
hands and tued condemned and executed pns 
oncis according to then national custom Tho 
enemies of Stephen did not doubt that they 
could pursue such a couise without danger to 
themselves They determined to risk the conse- 
quences at all events and therefore seized Stephen 
and brought him befoio the Sanhedrim council 
for trial 

Learned Jews from the surrounding countries 
weio summoned for tho purpose of lefutmg tho 
arguments of the accused Saul, who had dis- 
tinguished himself as a zealous opponent of tho 
doctrine of Chii3t and a persecutor of all who 
believed on him was also present This learned 
man took a leading pait against Stephen He 
brought the weight of eloquence and tho logic of 
tho Rabbis to bear upon the case to convince 
the people that Stephen was pleaching delusive 
and dangeious doctrines 

But Saul met in Stephen one as highly edu- 
cated as himself and one who had a full undoi- 
standmg of the puipose of God in the spreading 
of the gospel to other nations Ho believed in 
tho God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and was 
fully established in regaid to the privileges of 
tho Jews , but his faith was bioad and he know 
the time had come when the true bolieveis should 
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woiship nob alono in temples made "with hands , 
but, thioughout the woild they might worship 
God m Spirit and in truth The vail had diop 
ped fiom the eyes of Stephen, and he discerned 
to the end of that which was abolished by the 
death of Christ 

The priests and rulei e pievailed nothing against 
h s cleai calm wisdom though they were vehe 
ment in their opposition Ihey determined to 
make an example of Stephen and while they 
thus satisfied their revengeful hatred prevent 
others thiough fear fiom adopting his belief 
Chaiges were preferred agamst him in a most 
imposing manner False witnesses weie hired 
to testify that they had heard him speak bias 
phemous words against the temple and the 
Lw ^aid the} Foi we have heard him say 
that this Jesus of Nazareth shall dcstioy this 
place and shall change the customs which Moses 
delivered us 

As Stephen stood face to faco with his judges, 
to answei to the crime of blasphemy a holy radi- 
anco shone upon his countenance And all that 
s-t in the council looking steadfastly on him saw 
Ins face as it had been the face of an angel Those 
\ ho e alted Moses might have seen in the faco 
of the pnsoncr the samo hoi} light which radi 
atcd the face of that ancient piophet The he 
kinoh w«,s a spectacle which they would nevci 
aga n witness in the tcmplo whose gloiy had 
dcpaitcd foievei Many who beheld the lighted 
countenance of Stephen ticmbled and \pi ] ed then 
f ice*, b i* stubborn unb°hef and piejudice no\ei 
Jul tend 

Supli^n was questioned as to tho truth of the 
chai cs gainst him and took up his defense in a 



clear thnJhng -\oice that lang thiough the coun 
cil ball Ho pioceeded to lehearse tne history oi 
the chosen people of God in words that held the 
assembly spell bound lie showed a thorojgh 
knowledge of the Jewish economy, and the spn 
ltual intel pretation of it now mado nrniftbt 
through Cons* He began with Abraham and 
traced down through histoiy fiom generation to 
generation going thiough all the national lccoids 
of Israel to Solomon and taking up the most 1m 
pre«sive points to vindicate his cause 

He showed that God commended the faith of 
Abraham which claimed the land of pioraiso 
though he owned no foot of land He dwelt 
especially upon Mose«* who leceived the law by 
the dispensation of angels He lepeatcd the 
words of Moses which foietold of Chust A 
piophot shall tho Loid yoiu God iais*, up 
unto you of your biethren hi o unto mo , him 
shall }C hear Ho presented distinctly befoio 
them that tho sin of Isiael was in not heed 
ing the voice of the angel who was Chust him 
solf Said he Tins is He that was m tho chuich 
in the wilderness with the angel which spake to 
him in tho mount Sma and with our fathers 
who iecei\ed the lively oiacle* to give unto us 

He m^de plain his own loyalty to God and 
to the J" M«h faith while he showed that the 
law in which they trusted foi solvation had not 
been abh to piescrve Israel fiom idolatry Ho 
connected Jesus Christ with all the Jewish Ins 
torj Ho referred to the building of tho temple 
by Solomon and to the words of bo*h Solomon 
and Isaiah ' Howbeit the Most High dwelleth 
not m temples made w ith hands JIea\ en is my 
throne and caith is my fooUtool What house 
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will ye build mo ? saifcli tho Lord , or what is the 
place of my lest? Hath not my hand made all 
these things * Tho place of God s highest woi- 
ship was in Heaven 

When Stephen had reached this point there 
was a tumult among the people The prisoner 
lead his fato m the countenances before him 
He peiceived th* resistance that met his words, 
which were spoken at the dictation of the Holy 
Ghost He knew that he was giving his last tes 
timony Few who lead this address of Stephen 
properly appreciate it The occasion the time 
and place should be borne in mind to make his 
words convey their full significance 

When he connected Jesus Chust with the 
piophecics and spoko of the temple as ho did, 
the pnest affecting to be horror stucken rent his 
lobe This act was to Stephen a signal that his 
voico would soon bo silenced foiovoi Although 
ho was just in the midst of his seimon he ao 
ruptly concluded it by suddenly bieaking away 
from the chain of history and, turning upon his 
infuriated judges said, Ye stiff necked and un 
circumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist 
the Holy Ghost , as your fathers did so do yo 
Which of the piophets have not your fatheis 
peisecuted* and they ha\e slam them which 
showed befoie of the coming of the Just One, of 
whom ye have been now tho betrayeis and mur 
deiers, who have recei\ed tho law by the dispo 
sition of angels and have not kept it 

At this the pne-ts and rulers were beside them 
selves with anger They were more like wild 
beasts of prey than hko human beings They 
rushed upon Stephen gnashing their teoth But 
ho was not intimidated, he had expected this 
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His face was calm and shone with an angelic light 
The infuriated pnests and tho excited mob had no 
terrors for him But he, being full of the Holy 
G l iost looked up steadfastly into Heaven and 
saw the gloiy of God and Jesus standing on tho 
right hand of God and said, Behold, I see the 
heavens opened and the Son of man standing on 
the right nand of God 

Tho scene about him faded fiom his vision , the 
gates of Heaven were ajai, and Stephen looking 
in saw the glory of the courts of God and Christ 
as if just usen from his throne standing ready to 
sustain his servant who was about to suffer mar- 
tyrdom for his name When Stephen proclaimed 
the glorious scene opened befoie him it was more 
than Ins pei -editors could endure Thoy stopped 
their ears that they might not hear his words 
and utteimg loud cries ran furiously upon him 
with one accoid 'And they stoned btcphen 
calling upon God and saying Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit And he kneeled down and cued with 
a loud voico Lord lay not this sin to their chaige 
And when he had said this he fell asleep 

Amid tho agonies of this most cruel death tho 
faithful martyr like his divine Master pi ay ed for 
his muidcrcis Tho witnesses who had accused 
Stephen weie lequired to cast tho fiist stones 
These persons laid down their clothes at the feet 
of Saul who had taken an active part in the dis 
putation and had consented to tho prisonei s 
death 

The martyrdom of Stephen made a deep 1m- 
piession upon all who witnessed it It was a 
sore tual to the church, but resulted in the con 
veision of Saul The faith, constancy and glon- 
flcation of the martyr could not be effaced from 
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his meinoiv Iho wgnefc of God upon his face 
Ins woids that 1 cached to the ^eryscul of all 
who heard them except those who weiohaidened 
by i ousting tl c light, rema ned in the memory of 
the beholdei* and testified to the tiuth of that 
which he had pioclaincd 

Pheic had been no legal sentence passed upon 
Stephen, but the Roman authorities wcie bribed 
by laigo sums of monoy to mal e no investigation 
ot the case Saul seemed to be imbued with a 
frenzied zeal at the scene of Stephens trial and 
death He seemed to be angered at his own secret 
convictions that Stephen was honoied of God at 
tho very period when he was dishonored of men 
lie continued to persecute the chuich of God 
hunting them down seizing them m their houses 
and dch\ enng them up to the priests and luleis 
ioi impmonment and death His /cal in canying 
foiwaid the peisecution was a terror to the Chris 
tians in Jcru^em The Roman authontics made 
no <-peciu.l cfloi* to s*ay the ciuel woil and se- 
cretly aided the Jews m older to cor ciliato them 
and to secure then fa\or 

After the death of Stephen the disciples wcie 
lestramed in their ective ministry and many of 
the belies eis -who had temporarily resided in 
Jciusalem low ictircd to then distant homes be 
cau^e of the \iolent peisecution against them 
But tho apostles dared not leave Jerusalem till 
the Spiut of God indicated it to bo their duty to 
do so, for Chnst had bidden them to first woik m 
tnat field Although the pnests and rulers bit 
terly persecuted the new conveits, they did not 
\ enture for a timo to arrest tho apostles, being 
ov ciawcd by the dying testimony of Stephen 
and lcah/m*, that then com so with him had in 



jured then own cause in tho minds of tho peoplo 
Christ had commanded his disciples to go and 
teach all nations, but tho pievious teachings 
which they had received fiom the Jews mado it 
difhcult for them to fully comprehend tho words 
of their Master, and therefoie they wero slow to 
act upon them They called themselves tho 
children of Abraham, and rcgaided themselves as 
the hens of divine promiso It was not until 
several years after the Lord s ascension that then 
minds were sufficiently expanded to clearly un 
deistand the intent of Chusts woids that they 
were to labor foi tho conveision of the Gentiles 
as well as that of the Jews 

COhVERSION OT SAUL 

The mind of Saul was gieatly stirred by tho 
triumphant death oi Stephen He was shaken 
in his prejudice , but the opinions and arguments 
of the priests and lulers finally convinced him 
that Stephen was a blasphemei , that Jesus 
Christ wliora ho preached was an impostor and 
that those minis f eiing in holy offices must bo 
light Bemp a man of decided mind and strong 
puipose he became veiy bitter in his opposi 
tion to Christianity after having once entirely 
settled in his mind that tho views of tho priests 
and scubes wcie light His 7*al led him to 
\oluntanly engago in peisecutmg tho belie v 
ei« He caused holy men to be diagged befoio 
tl e councils and to be imprisoned 01 condemned 
to death without evidence of any offense, save 
then faith in Jesus Of a similar character 
though in a different direction, was the 7eal of 
James and John when they would hpve called 
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down fiic fiom heaven to consume those who 
slighted and scorned then* Master 

Saul was about to journey to Damascus upon 
his own business , but he was determined to ac 
complish a double purpose, by searching out, as 
he went, all the believers in Chiist For this 
purpose he obtained letteis fiom the high priest 
to lead m the synagogues, which authorized him 
to seize all those who were suspected of being 
beheveis in Jesus, and to send them by messen 
gers to Jerusalem there to bo tried and pumshed 
He set out upon his way full of the strength 
and vigor of manhood and the fire of a mistaken 
7cal 

As the wcaiy travelers neared Damascus tho 
c} es of Saul rested with pleasuie upon tho fertile 
land, the beautiful gardens the fruitful oichards 
ind the cool streams that lan murmuring amid 
the fiesh green shrubbery It was very lefresh 
ing to look upon fcuch a scene after a loDg wea 
i isomo journey ovci a desolate waste Wbilo Saul 
with lm companion* was ga/mg and admuing 
suddenly a light abovo tho brightness of tho sun 
shone round about him and ho fell to tho eai th 
and heaid a voice saying unto him Saul, Saul, 
why peisecutest thou me ? And he said "Who 
ait thou Lord? And the Loid said, I am Jesus 
whom thou peisecutest, it is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks 

The scene was one of the gieatest confusion 
Tho companions of Saul were stricken with ter 
lor, and almost blinded by tho intensity of tho 
light J. hey heaid tho voice, but saw no one, 
ind to them all was unintelligible and mystcn 
o is But Saul, lying piostrate upon the giound 
unt 1 cis f ool the a o lIj that wcio spoken and aw 



clcaily bcfoio him tho Son of God One look 
upon that glorious Being impiinted his imago 
forever upon tho soul of the stricken Jew Tho 
words struck home to his heart with appalling 
force A flood of light poured in upon the dark- 
ened chambers of his mind leveakng his igno- 
lance and error He saw that while imagining 
himself to be zealously serving God in persecut- 
ing the followers of Christ he had in leality been 
doing the work of Satan 

He saw his folly in resting his faith upon the 
assurances of the priests and rulers whose sacred 
office had given them great influence over his 
mind, and caused him to believe that the story of 
the resuirection was an aitful fabrication of 
the disciples of Jesus Now that Christ was 
revealed to Saul tho seimon of Stephen was 
bi ought foicibly to his mmd Those woids 
which the pnests had pronounced blasphemy 
now appeared to him as truth and verity In 
that time of wonderful illumination las mmd 
acted w ith i email ablo lapidit} Ho traced down 
thiough piophetic histoiy and saw that the ic 
jection of Jesus by the Jews his crucifixion res 
unect on and ascension had been foietold by tho 
piophets and pioved him to be the promised 
Messiah Ho remembered tho woids of Stephen 
I sec thf heavens opened and the Son of man 
standing on the right hand of God , and he knew 
that the d} ing saint had looked upon the king 
dom of gloiy 

What a revelation was all this to the peisc 
cutor of the believers C'ear, but tenable light 
had brol en in upon his soul Christ was le 
vealed to him as having come to earth in ful 
fillmcnt of his mssion, haung been lcjcctcd 
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condemned and ciucified by thoso whom he came 
to save and as having risen from the dead and 
ascended into the heavens In that terrible mo 
ment he remembered that the holy Stephen had 
been sacrificed by his consent , and that through 
his instrumentality many worthy saints had 
met their death by cruel persecution 

And ho, tiemblmg and astonished, said Loid 
what wilt thou have me to do ? And the Lord 
paid unto him, Arise and go into the city, and it 
shall be told thee what thou must do No doubt 
enteied the mind of Saul that this was the venta 
bio Jesus of Nazareth who spoke to him and that 
he ■w as indeed the long looked for Messiah, the 
Consolation and Redeemer of Israel And now 
this Jesus who had, while teaching upon earth, 
spoken in paiables to his hearers using familial 
objects to lllustrato his meaning likened the 
work of Saul in persecuting the followers of 
Christ to kicking against tho pricks Those foi 
ciblo ^oi ds illustiatcd tho facu that it would be 
impossible for any man to stay tho onwaid piog 
ress of tho tiuth of Chnst It would maich on 
to tnumph and victory while every effoit to 
stay it would lcsult m mjuiy to tho opposci 
The peisecutoi m tho end would suffei a thou 
«and fold moie than those -whom ho had perse 
cuted Sooner or later his own mind and heart 
would condemn him , he would find that he had 
indeed been kicking against the pucks 

The Savioui had spoken to Saul through 
Stephen whose clear reasoning ftom tho Script 
mes could not bo controveited The learned 
Jc r had u"cn tho face of tho martyr reflecting 
the 1 glit of Cons 1 s glory and looking like the 
iicc at an aincl lie had witne seel his foibeai 



ance towaid his enemies, and his forgiveness of 
them He had further witnessed the fortitude 
and cheerful resignation of other believeis in 
Jesas while tormented and afflicted, some of 
whom had yielded up their lives with rejoicing 
for their faith s sake 

All this testimony had appealed loudly to Saul 
and thrust conviction upon his mind, but his 
education and prejudices his respect for priests 
and rulers and his pride of popularity, braced 
him to rebel against the voice of conscience and 
tho grace of God He had stiuggled entire nights 
against conviction, and had always ended the 
matter by avowing his belief that Jesus was not 
the Messiah that he was an impostoi, and his 
followers were deluded fanatics 

Now Christ had spoken to Saul with his own 
\oico Saul, Saul who. pcuccutcst thou me? 
And the question Who art thou, Loid ? was 
ansv eicd by tho sarao voice I am Jesus whom 
thou peisecutcst Heie Chiist idontifies him 
self with his suffering people Saul, in pwsc 
cutmg tho followers ot Jesus had struck dneolly 
against the Lord of Hea\en Jesus declaies that 
m afllicting his bicthien upon caith Saul had 
struck against their Head and Representative 
m Heaven. In falsely accusing and testifying 
against them he had falsely accused and testified 
against the Saviour ot the world Hero it is 

Elainly seen that Christ suffei s m the person of 
is saints 

"When tho effulgent glory was withdrawn and 
Saul arose from the earth, he found himself 
totally deprived of sight The brightness of 
Christ s glory had been too intense for his moi tal 
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si<*ht and when it was removed the blackness of 
night settled upon his vision He believed that 
this blindness was the punishment of God foi his 
cruel peisecutmn of the followers of Jesus Ho 
groped about in terrible darkness and his com 
panions, in fear and amazement led him by the 
hand into Damascus 

How different fiom what he had anticipated 
was his entrance into that city I In proud satis 
faction he had neared Damascus, expecting on 
his amval to begieeted with ostentation and ap 
plauso because of the honor conferred upon him 
by the high priest, and the great zeal and peno 
tration he had manifested in searching out tho 
believers to carry them as captives to Jerusalem 
there to bo condemned and punished without 
rrercy He had determined that his journey 
should be crowned with success , and his coura 
geous and poiscvcung spmt quailed at no diflicul 
tics noi dangers in tho pursuanco of his object 
lie had determined that no Christian should cs 
capo his vigilance , he would inquire of men 
women and children concerning their faith and 
that of thoso with whom they weie connected, 
he would enter houses with powei to seize their 
inmate" and to send them as prisoners to Jeiu 
sal em 

But how changed was the sceno fiom that 
which ho had anticipated » Instead of wielding 
power, and receiving honor, he was himself vir 
tually a pusoner being deprived of sight, and de 
pendent upon the guidance of his companions 
Helpless and toitured by remorse, he felt him 
self to be undei sentence of death, and knew not 
what farthei disposition the Loid would make of 
him 



He was taken to the house of the disciple 
Judas and there he remained solitary and alono, 
studying upon the stiango revelation that had 
broken up all his plans, and changed the entn o 
cm rent oi his life Ho passed three days in pei 
feet blindness occupying that terrible time with 
leflection repentance and earnest prayer neither 
eating nor drinking during tho entire pcnoil 
With bitterness ho remembered Stephen and 
the evidence he had given of being sustamed in 
his martyrdom by a power higher than that of 
earth He thought with horror of his own guilt 
in being carried away by the malice and prejudice 
of tho pnests and rulers closing his eyes and 
cars against tho most striking evidence and te 
lentlessly leading the van in the persecution of 
the believers in Christ 

Ho was in lonely seclusion , ho had no com- 
munication with tho chuich ioi they had been 
warned of tho puipose of his lourney to Damas 
cus by tho beheveis in Jerusalem , and they bo 
lieved that he was acting a part the better to 
cairy oufc his design of persecuting them Ho 
had no desire to appeal to theunconvcited Jews , 
foi ho 1 new they would not listen to or heed his 
statements He seemed to be utteily shut out 
from human sympathy, and he reflected, and 
prayed vuth a thoioughly broken and repentant 
spmt 

Thoso thiee da\s weio like three yeais to tho 
blind and conscience smitten Jew He was no 
novice in the Scriptures, and in his daikness and 
solitude he recalled the passages which referred 
to the Messiah, and traced down the piophe 
cies, with a memory sharpened by the convic 
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t on that had taken possession of his mind He 
became astonished at his former blindness of un 
derstandmg and at the blindness of the Jews in 
general in rejecting Jesus as the promised Mes 
siah All now seemed plain to him and he knew 
that it was prejudice and unbelief which had 
clouded his perceptions and prevented him from 
discerning in Jesus of Nazareth the Messiah of 
prophecy 

Th is wonderful conversion of Saul demonstrates 
in a startling manner the miraculous power of 
Chust in convicting the mind and heart of man 
Saul had venly believed that to have faith in 
Jesus was virtually to repudiate the law of God 
and the seivice of sacuficial offerings He had 
behoved that Jesus had himself disregarded the 
law, and had taught his disciples that it was now 
of no effect He believed it to be his duty to 
stnve with his utmost power to exterminate tho 
alaimmg doctrine that Jesus was tho Prince of 
life, and with conscientious zeal he had be- 
come a persevering persecutor of the church of 
Chust 

But Jesus whoso name of all others ho most 
haled and despised had levealed himself to Saul, 
for the purpose of anestmg him in his mad ca- 
reei and of making fiom this most unpiomismg 
subject an instrument by which to bear the gos- 
p 1 to the Gentiles Saul was ovei whelmed by 
this lcvelation, and peiceived that in opposing 
Jc us of Nazai eth he had aiiayed himself against 
the Redeemei of the world Oveicomo by a sense 
of his guiU he cried out Lord what wilt thou 
ha\e mo to do ? Jesus did not then and there 
inform him of tho work he had assigned him, 



but sent him for instruction to the very dis- 
ciples whom he had so bitterly persecuted 

The marvelous light that illuminated the dark 
ness of Saul was the work of the Lord , but theie 
was also a work that was to be done for him by 
tho disciples of Christ The answei to Sauls 
question is Ause and go into the city and it 
shall be told thee what thou must do Jesus 
sends the inquiring Jew to his church to obtain 
fiom them a knowledge of his duty Chust pei- 
iormed the work of revelation and conviction, 
and now the penitent was in a condition to learn 
of those whom God had ordained to teach his 
truth Thus Jesus gave sanction to the author- 
ity of his organized church, and placed Saul in 
connection with his representatives on earth 
The light of heavenly illumination deprived Saul 
of sight , but Jesus the great Healer did not at 
onco rcstoro it All blessings flow fiom Christ 
but he had now established a chuich as his rep 
resentative on earth, and to it belonged the woik 
of directing the repentant sinner in the way of 
life Tho veiy men whom Saul had purposed to 
destroy weio to bo his instructors in tho religion 
which he had despised and persecuted 

The faith of Saul was soverely tested during 
his thiee days of fasting and prayei at the house 
of Judas in Damascus Ho was totally blind 
and in uttei darl ness of mind as to what was 
required of him Ho had been directed to go to 
Damascus where it would be told him what he 
was to do In his unceitainty and distress he 
cried earnestly to God ' And there was a cer 
tain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias , and 
to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias And 



4G 



THE AlOSTfCS OF CnillST 



covmtsiov or sall. 



47 



he said Behold, I am here Lord And the Loid 
said unto him Anse and go into the stieet 
which is called Straight and inquire in the 
house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus , 
for, behold, he piayeth and hath seen in a vis 
ion a man named Ananias coming in, and put 
ting his hand on him, that he might receive his 
sight' 

Ananias could hardly credit the words of the 
angel messenger for Saul s bitter persecution of 
the saints at Jerusalem had spread far and near 
He presumed to expostulate and said ' Lord, I 
have heard by many of this man how much evil 
he hath dono to thy saints at Jerusalem And 
here ho hath authority from the chief priests to 
bind all that call on thy name But the com 
mand to Ananias was imperative ' Go thy way 
foi ho 13 a chosen vcoscl unto mo to beai my 
name befoie the Gentiles, and kings, and the chil 
dien of Israel 

Iho disciple, obedient to the direction of the 
angel sought out the man who had but recently 
breathed out threatening? against all who bo 
lic\ ed on the name of Jesus He addressed him 
Brothei Saul, the Lord even Jesus that ap 
peaiud into thee in the way as thou earnest, hath 
sent me that thou mightest iecei\e thy sight 
and be filled with the Holy Gbo^>t , and lmmedi- 
atclv there fell fiom his eyes as it had been scales 
and he received sight forthwith, and arose and 
was baphzed 

Chiibt here gives an example of his manner of 
woiking foi the salvation ot men He might 
hav e dono all this work directly for Saul , but 
this w^s not in accordanco with his plan His 



blowings were to come through the agencies 
which he had ordained Saul had something to 
do in the line of confession to those whose de- 
struction he had meditated , and God had a re- 
sponsible work for tho men to do whom he had 
authorized to act m his stead 

Saul becomes a learnei of the disciples In 
the light of the law ho sees himself a sinner 
He sees that Jesus whom in his ignorance he 
had considered an impostor is the authoi and 
foundation of the leligion of Gods people from 
the days of Adam and the finishei of tho faith 
now so clear to his enlightened vi3ion tho vm 
dicator of the truth, and the fulfiller of the 
prophecies Ho had regarded Jesus as making 
of none effect the law of God, but when his 
spmtual vision was touched by the finger of 
God ho learned that Christ was tho ongmatoi of 
the entire Jewi&h system of sacnnces, that he 
came into the ^v orld for the express purpose of 
vindicating his Fathers law, and that in his 
dcwth the typical law had met its antitype By 
tho light of tho moial law which ho had bt 
heved himself to be zealously keeping Saul saw 
himself a sinner of sinneis Ho repented, that is 
died to sin became obedient to the law of God 
had faith in Jesus Christ as his Saviour was bap- 
tized and preached Jesus as earnestly and zeal- 
ously as ho had once denounced him 

Iho llcdcemer of the woild doe3 not sanction 
cxpeiience and exeicise in religious matteis in 
dependent of his organized and acknowledged 
church Many have an idea that they aro le 
sponsible to Christ alone for then light and ex 
peiience independent of his recognizsd folio weis 
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on eaith But in the history of the conversion 
of Saul impoitant principles aie given us, which 
we should ever hear in mind Saul was brought 
directly into the piesence of Chust He was one 
whom Chust intended for a most important work, 
one who was to he 'a chosen vessel unto him , 
yet he docs not personally impart to him the les- 
sons of truth He anests his course and con- 
victs him , but when asked by him ' What wilt 
thou have me to do * the Saviour places him 
m connection with his chuich, and let3 them di 
rect him what to do 

Jesus is tbo Friend of sinners his heait is 
touched by their woe , ho has all powei both m 
Hca\en and upon eaith, but he respects the 
means which he has oidamed for the enlighten 
ment and salvation of men , he directs sinners to 
the chuich which he has mado a channel ot light 
to the world 

Saul was a learned teacher in Israel , but while 
in the midst of his blind erroi and prejudice 
Christ reveals himself to him and then places 
him in communication with his church which is 
the light of the world In this case Ananias 
rep-escnts Chust and also repie ents Christ s 
rmnibtei-s upon earth who aio appointed to act 
in his stead In Christ s stead Ananias touches 
the eyes of Saul that they may leceivo sight 
In Christ o stead he places his hands upon him 
and piaying in Christ s name Saul leceives the 
Holy Ghost All is done in the name and by 
the authority of Chust , but the chuich is the 
channel of communication 
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PAUL COMMENCES HIS MIMSTItY 

Paul was baptized by Ananias in the nver of 
Damascus He was then strengthened by food, 
and immediately began to preach Jesus to the 
believers m the city the very one3 whom he had 
set out fiom Jeru&alem with the purpose of de- 
stroying He also taught m the synagogues that 
Jesus who had been put to death was mdoed 
the Son of God His arguments fiom piophecy 
were so conclusive, and his efforts weie so at 
tended by the power of God that the opposing 
Jews were conlounded and unable to answei him 
Pauls Rabbinical and Pharisaic elucation was 
now to be used to good account in pi eachmg the 
gospel and in sustaining the cause he had once 
used c\ ery effort to destioy 

The Jews were thoroughly surpused and con 
founded by the conversion of Paul They weie 
aware of his position at Jeiusalem, and knew 
what was his principal en and to Damascus and 
that he was aimed with a commission from the 
high pnest that authorized him to take the be- 
lievers in Jesus and to send them as pnsoners to 
Jeiusalem yet now they behold him preaching 
the gospel of Jesus stiengthening those who 
were already its disciples, and continually mak- 
ing new converts to the faith he had once so 
zealously opposed Paul demonstiated to all 
who heard him that his change of faith was not 
from impulse nor fanaticism but was brought 
about by overwhelming evidence 

As ho labored in the synagogues his faith grow 
stiongei , his 7eal in maintaining that Jesus vas 
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tho Son of God increased m the face of the fleico 
opposition of tho Jews He could not remain 
long in Damascus for after the Jews had recov- 
ered fiom their surprise at his wonderful con 
version and subsequent labors, they turned les 
olutelv fiom the overwhelming evidence thus 
brougut to bear in favoi of tho doctrine of 
Christ Their astonishment at the conversion of 
Paul was changed into an intense hatred of him 
like unto that which they had manifested against 
Jesus 

Pauls life was m peril and he received a com 
mission from God to leave Damascus for a time 
He went into Aiabia and there, m compaia- 
tive solitude, he had ample opportunity for com- 
munion with God and for contemplation lie 
wished to bo alone with God, to search his own 
hcut to deepen his lcpentanco and to piepaio 
himself by prayer and study to engage in a work 
which appeared to him too great and too impol 
tant for him to undertake He was an apostle 
not chosen of men, but chosen of God, and his 
woik was plainly stated to be among tho Gen 
tiles 

While m Arabia he did not communicato with 
tho apostles , he sought God earnestly with rll 
his heait, determining not to rest till he knew 
for a ceitainty that his repentance was accepted 
and his great sin pardoned He would not give 
up tho conflict until ho had the assuiance that 
Jesus would be with him in his coming mimstiy 
He was ever to carry about with him in tho 
body tho marks of Christ's glory, in his eyes, 
which had been blinded by the heavenly light 
and he de*. led also to bear with him constantly 
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the assuranco of Chiists sustaining grace Paul 
camo m close connection with Heaven, and Je 
sus communed with him, and established him in 
Ins faith, bestowing upon him his wisdom and 
grace 

Paul now returned to Damascus, and preached 
boldly in the name of Jesus The Jews could 
not withstand tho wisdom of his arguments, and 
they theiefore counseled together to silence his 
voice by force — the only argument left to a sink- 
ing cause They decided to assassinate him 
The apostle was made acquainted with their pur- 
pose The gates of the city were vigilantly 
guarded day and night to cut off his escape 
The anxiety of tho disciples drew them to God 
in piayer , there was little sleeping among them, 
as thoy were busy m devising ways and means 
for tho escapo of the chosen apostle Finally 
they conceived a plan by which he was let down 
from a window, and lowered over the wall in a 
basket at night In this humiliating mannei 
Paul made his escape fiom Damascus 

He now proceeded to Jerusalem, wishing t) 
become acquainted with tho apostles theie and 
especially with Peter Ho was very anxious to 
meet the Galilean fishermen who had lived and 
prayed and conveised with Christ upon earth 
It was with a yearning heart that he desued to 
meet the chief of apostles As Paul entered 
Jciusalem he legarded with changed vicns tho 
city and tho temple He now knew that the 
ietnbuti\o judgment of God was hanging over 
them 

The guef and anger of the Jews because of tho 
conversion of Paul knew no bounds But 1 o was 



52 



THE APOSTLFS Of CHRIST 



PAUL COMMENCES IIIS SIIVISTR1 



53 



firm is a rock, and flattered himself that "when, he 
related his wonderful experience to his friends, 
they would chancre their faith as he had done 
and believe on Jesus He had been strictly 
conscientious m his opposition to Christ and his 
followers therefore when arrested and con- 
victed of his sin he immediately forsook his evil 
wa\s and professed the faith of Jesus He 
now fully believed that when his fnends and 
former associates heard the circumstances of his 
marvelous conversion and saw how changed he 
was fiom the pioud Pharisee who persecuted and 
delivered unto dcith those who believed m Jesus 
as tho Son of God they would also become con- 
victed of then crior and join the lanks of the 
behc\ era 

He attempted to join himself to his brethren, the 
disciples , but great was his grief and disappoint- 
ment when he iound that they would not receive 
h m as ono of then number They remembered 
his former persecutions, and suspected him of act- 
ing a pait to decervo and destroy them True 
thoy had heaid of his wondeifui conversion but 
as ho had immediately retired into Arabia, and 
they had hcaid nothing definite of him faither, 
they had not credited the rumor of his great 
change 

Bamaba* who had liberally contributed his 
money to sustain the cause of Christ and to re 
heve tno necessities of tho pool, had been ac- 
quainted with Paul when he opposed the be- 
liever He now came forward and renewed that 
acquaintance heard the testimony of Paul in 
legard to his mnaculous conversion, and his ex- 
penenco fiom that time Ho fully believed and 



received Paul, took him by the hand and led 
him into the presence of the apostles He re 
lated his expenence which he had just heard — 
that Jesus had peroonally appeared to Paul while 
on his way to Damascus, that he had talked 
with him , that Paul had lecovered his sight in 
answer to the piayeis of Ananias and had after- 
ward maintained that Jesus was the Son of God 
m the synagogues of the city 

The apostles no longer hesitated, they could 
not withstand God Peter and Jame«« who at 
that time were tho onlv apostles in Jerusalem, 
gave the right hand of fellowship to the once 
neico persecutor of their faith, and he was now 
as much beloved and respected as he had formerly 
been feared and avoided Here the two giand 
cbaiactera of the new faith met — Peter, one of 
tho chosen companions of Christ while he was 
upon earth and Paul, a Pharisee who since the 
ascension of Jesus had met him face to face and 
had talked with him and had also seen him in 
vision and the nature of his work in Heaven 

This first mteiview was of great consequence 
to both these apostles but it was of shoit dura 
tion, for Paul was eagei to get about his Mastei s 
business Soon the voice which had so earnestly 
disputed with Stephen was heard in tho same 
synagogue fearlessly proclaiming that Jesus was 
the Son of God — advocating the same cause 
that Stephen had died to vindicate He i elated 
his own wonderful e\penence, and with a heait 
filled with yearning for his biothren and foimer 
associates presented the evidences from proph- 
ecy as Stephen had done, that Jesus, who had 
been crucified was the Son of God 
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Bu*^ Paul had miscalculated tho spirit of his 
Jewish brethren The «airie fury that had buist 
forth upon Stephen was visited upon himself 
He saw that ho must separate from his biethren 
and sorrow filled his heait Ho \voul4 willingly 
havo yielded up his lifo if by that means they 
might havo been brought to a knowledge of 
tho tiuth Tho Jews began to lay plan3 to take 
his life and the disciples urged him to leavo 
Jerusalem, but he lingered unwilling to lea-\o 
the place and anxious to labor a little longer for 
his Jewish brethien He had taken so active a 
pait in tho martyrdom of Stephen that he was 
deeply anxious to wipo out the stain by boldly 
vindicating the truth which had cost Stephen his 
life It looked to him like cowardice to nee fiom 
Jerusalem 

While Paul, biavmg all the consequences of 
such a step was praying earnestly to God m tho 
temple tho Saviour appeared to him in vision 
saying ' Mai e haste, and get thee quickly out of 
Jerusalem , for they will not receive thy testimony 
concerning me Paul even then hesitated to 
leave Jerusalem without convincing the obstinate 
Jews of the truth of his faith , he thought that, 
even if his life should be sacrificed for the truth, 
it would not more than settle the feaiful account 
which he held against himself for the death of 
Stephen He answered, Lord, they know that 
I imprisoned and beat m every synagogue them 
that believed on theo And when the blood of 
thy martyr Stephen was shed I also was stand- 
mg by, and consenting unto his death, and kept 
tho raiment of them thit slew him " But the 
leply was moio decided than bcfoie "Depart, 



for I will send theo far hence unto the Gen- 
tiles 

When the brethren learned of the vision of 
Paul, and tho care which God had over him, 
then anxiety on his behalf was increased , for 
they realized that ho was indeed a chosen vessel 
of tho Lord, to bear the truth to tho Gentiles 
They hastened his secret escape from Jeiusalem, 
for fear of his assassination by the Jews The 
depaiture of Paul suspended ior a time tho vio- 
lent opposition of the Jews, and the church had 
a period of rest in which many were added to 
the number of believer* 

THE ^IIMSTRl OF PETER 

Peter in pursuanco of his woik visited tho 
saints at Lydda I here ho healed Aneas, who 
had been confined to his bed for eight yeais with 
the palsy And Peter said unto him iEncas 
Jesus Christ maketh thee whole , arise, and make 
thy bed And he arose immediately And all 
that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him and 
turned to the Lord 

Joppa was near Lydda and at that time Tabi- 
tha — caUed Doicas by interpretation — lay there 
dead She had been a worthy disciple of Jesus 
Christ and her life had been charactenzed by 
deeds of charity and kindness to the pooi and 
sorrowful and by zeal in the cause of truth Hei 
death was a great loss , the infant church could 
not well spaie her noble efforts When the be- 
lievers heard of tho marvelous cures which Peter 
had perfoimed in Lydda they greatly desired 
him to come to Joppa Me«sengeis weie f-ent to 
him to solicit his picscncc there 
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" Then Petei arose and went with them When 
ho was come they bi ought him into the upper 
chambei , and all the widows stond by him weep- 
ing, and showing the coats and garments which 
Dorcas made while she was with them Peter 
had the weeping and wading friends sent from 
the 100m Ho then kneeled down and prayed 
fervently to God to restore life and health to the 
pulseless body of Dorcas, 'and turning him to 
the body said, Tabitha, arise And she opened her 
eyes , and when she saw Peter she sat up And 
ho gave her hi3 hand and lifted her up, and 
when he had called the saints and widows he 
presented hei alive This great work of raising 
the dead to UA, w as the means of con\ erting many 
ii Joppa to the faith of Jesus 

I here was a ceitam man in Cesarea called 
Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the 
Italian band, a devout man, and one that feared 
God with all his house, which gave much 
alms to the people, and prayed to God always 
Though Cornelius was a Roman he had be 
come acquainted with tho true God, and had ie- 
nounced idolatry He was obedient to the wril 
of God and woi3hiped him with a true heait 
He had not connected himself with the Jews but 
was acquainted with, and obedient to the moral 
law He had not been circumcised nor did he 
take part in the sacrificial offerings , he was there- 
fore accounted by the Jews as unclean. He, 
however, sustained the Jewish cause by liberal 
donations and was known fai and near for his 
doedb of charity and benevolence His righteous 
life maJo him of good repute, among both Jows 
and Gentiles 



Cornelius had not an understanding faith in 
Christ, although he believed the prophecies and 
was looking for Messiah to come Through his 
love and obedience to God ho was brought nigh 
unto him and was prepared to receive the Sav- 
ioui when he should be revealed to him Con- 
demnation comes by x ejecting the light given 
The centurion was a man of noble family, and 
held a position of high trust and honoi , but 
these circumstances had not tended to subvert 
the noble attributes of his character True good- 
ness and greatness united to make him a man of 
moral worth His influence was beneficial to all 
with whom he was brought in contact 

He believed in the one God the Creatoi of 
Heaven and earth He levered him, acknowl- 
edged his authonty and sought counsel of him 
m all the business of his lite He was faith 
ful in his home duties as well as in his official 
responsibilities and had elected the altar of God 
in bis family He dared not venture to cairy 
out his plans and bear the buiden of his weighty 
1 esponsibihties without the help of God, theie- 
foie he prayed much and earnestly foi that 
help Taith marked all his woiks and God re 
garded him for tho purity of his actions and 
his liberalities and came near to him in word 
and Spirit 

While Cornelius was praying God sent a 
celestial messengei to him, and ho saw in a vi^ 
ion evidently about the ninth hour of the day, 
an angel of God coming in to him and saying 
unto him Cornelius Ho was afraid, yet knew 
that the angel was sent of God to instruct 
him, and said What is it, Loid ? And he said 
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unto him, Thv prayers and thine alma are come 
up foi a memorial before God And now send 
men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose sur- 
name is Peter Ho lodgeth with one Simon, a 
tanner, whose house is by the sea-side He shall 
tell thee what thou oughtest to do 

Here again God showed his regard for the gos- 
pel ministry, and for his organized church His 
angel was not the one to tell the story of the 
cro.>s to Cornelius A man, subject as him- 
self to human frailties and temptations, was to 
instruct him concerning the crucified, risen, and 
ascended Saviour The heavenly messenger was 
sent for the express puiposo of putting Cornelius 
31 connection with the minister ot God who 
would teach him how be and his hou«e could be 
saved 
Cornelius was gladly obedient to the message 
And when the angel which spake unto Come 
kui was departed he called two of his household 
servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited 
on him continually , and when he had declared all 
these things unto them he sent them to Joppa ' 
The exphcitness of these directions in -which was 
oven named the occupation of tho man with 
whom Peter was then making his home evidences 
that Heaven is well acquainted with the history 
and business of men in every grade of life God 
is cognizant of the daily employment of the 
humble laborer, as well as of that of tho king 
upon his throne And the avarice, cruelty, 
secret crimes, and selfishness of men are known 
to him, as well as their good deeds, charity, lib 
erality, and kindness Nothing is hidden from 
GoJ 



Immediately after this interview with Corne- 
lius the angel went to Peter, who was praying 
upon the housetop While praying ho was shown 
a vision and saw heaven opened and a ceitain 
\e~sel descendmg unto him, as it had been a 
gieat sheet knit at the four corners and let down 
to the earth, wheiem were all manner of four- 
footed beasts of the earth and wild beasts and 
creeping things and fowls of the an And there 
came a voice to him, Rise, Peter , kill and eat 
But Peter said Not so, Lord , for I have never 
eaten anything that is common or unclean And 
tho voice spake unto him again the second time, 
What God hathvcleansed, that call not thou com 
mon. This was done thrice , and the vessel was 
received up again into heaven. 

Hero we may perceive the workings of God s 
plan to set the maahmery in motion whereby 
his will may be done on earth as it is done in 
Heaven Peter had not yet preached the gospel 
to the Gentiles Many of them had been inter 
ested listeneis to tho truths which ho taught, 
but tho middle wall of partition which the death 
of Chust had broken down still existed in tho 
minds of the apostles and excluded the Gentiles 
from the privileges of tho gospel The Greek 
Jews had leceivea the labors of the apostles, and 
many of them had responded to those efforts by 
embracmg the faith of Jesus , but the conversion 
of Cornelius was to be the first one of impoitance 
among the Gentiles 

By the vision of the sheet and its contents, let 
down from heaven Peter was to be divested of 
his settled piejudices against the Gentiles, to 
understand that, through Christ, heathen nations 
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were made partakers of the blessings and pnvi 
leges of the Jews and weie to be thus benefited 
equally wi4i them Some have itiged that this 
■vision was to signify that God had lemoved his 
piohibition fiom the uso of the flesh of "nimals 
-union he had foimeily pronounced unclean, and 
tnat thcicforo swmes flesh was fit foi food 
This is a very nairow, and altogether erroneous 
mterpictation and is plainly contradicted in the 
scrip tuial account of the vision and its conse 
quences 

The vision of all manner of live beasts, which 
the sheet contained and of which Peter was 
commanded to kill and eat, being assured that 
jrhat God had cleansed should not bo called com 
mon or unclean by him, was simply an lllustra 
tion presenting to his mind the tiue position of 
tho Gentiles, that by tho death of Cluist they 
wcic m^dp fellow hens with tho Isiael of God 
It conveyed to Pefrr both reproof and mstruc 
tton His labors had hcrctofoie been confined 
entnely to the Jews, and he had looked upon 
the Gentiles as an unclean laco and excluded 
from the pi onuses of God Ills mind was now 
b«nng led to compiehend the woild wide extent 
of the plan of God 

Even whilo he pondeied over the MSion, it 
was explained to him 'Now while Peter 
doubled in himself what this vision which he 
hod seen should mean behold, the men which 
weie sent from Coiaehus had made inquiry for 
Simons house and stood bofoie tho gate and 
called and asked whether Simon, which was sur 
named Peter were lodged theie "While Peter 
thought on the vision the Spirit said unto him, 



Behold, three men seek thee Arise theieforo, 
and get thee down and go with them, doubting 
nothing, foi I ha o sent them 

It was a trying command to Petei , but ho 
dared not act according to his own feelings and 
therefoio went down to the men which were 
sent unto him fiom Cornelius , and said, Behold 
I am he whom ye seek, what is the cause 
wheiefoio 3 aro como ? And they said Coine 
1ms the centunon a just man, and one that feai 
eth God and of good report among all the nation 
of the Jews was warned from God by an holy 
angel to send for thoe into his house and to 
hear words of thee Then called he them m 
and lodged them Thus they communicated 
their singular eriand to the apostlo, and ac 
cording to the direction he had just received 
fiom God ho at onco agreed to accompany 
them on tho monow IIo couiteously entci 
tamed them that night and in the morning 
set out with them foi Cesaiea accompanied by 
six of his biethren who were to be witnesses 
of all he should say or do while visiting tho 
Gentiles , for he knew tha* he should bo called 
to account for so diiect an opposition to the 
Jewish faith and teachings 

It was neaily two days befoio the journey wis 
ended *nd Cornelius had the glad privilege ot 
opening his doors to a gospel minister, who ac 
coiding to the assurance of God should teach 
him and his house how they might be saved 
Whilo the messengers wcio upon their eriand 
the centurion had gatheied together as many oi 
his relatives as weie accessible that they, as well 
as bo might be instructed in tho truth When 
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Pctci ai lived, a laigo company were gathered 
cagcily waiting to listen to his woid 9 

As Petci enteied the house of the Gentile 
Cornelius did not salute him as an ordinary via 
ltor but as one honoied of Heaven, and sent to 
him by God It is an Eastern custom to bow 
b°foie a prince 01 othei high dignitary, and foi 
children to bow before their parents who are 
honoied with positions of trust But Cornelius 
overwhelmed *v\ ith reveicnce for the apostle who 
had been delegated by God fell at his feet and 
woishiped him Peter shiank with honoi from 
this act of the centurion and lifted him to his 
feet a aymg Stand up, I myself also am a 
man IIo then commonccd to converso with 
him famihaily in order to remove the sense of 
awe and extreme lcverenco with which the cen 
turion legaided him 

Had Peter been invested with the authority 
and po ltion accorded to him by the Roman 
Catholic Chinch, he would have encouraged 
rathei than have checked the veneiation of Cor 
nehus The so called successors of Peter require 
Lings and emperors to bow at their feet, but 
Pctci himself claimed to bo only an erring and 
fallible man 

Peter spoke with Cornelius and tnose assem 
bled in his house concerning tho custom of the 
Jews, tn at it was consideied unlawful for them 
to mingle socially with Gentiles and mvoh ed cei 
emonial defilement It was not piohibited by tho 
Lw of God but tho tiadition of men had made it 
" binding custom Said ho " Ye know how that 
it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew 
tj 1 cep company or como unto one of anothci 



nation , but God hath showed me that I should 
not call any man common or unclean Theiefoio 
came I unto you without gainsaying as soon as 
I was sent for , I ask theieforo foi what intent 
ye have sent for me 

Cornelius thereupon related his experience 
and the words of the angel that had appeared 
to him in vision ' Four days ago I was fast 
mg until this hour, and at tho ninth hour I 
prayed in my house, and, behold, a man stood 
before me in bright clothing and said, Corne- 
lius thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had 
in remembrance in the sight of God Send 
theiefore to Joppa and call hither Simon, whose 
surname is Peter , he is lodged in tho houso of 
one Simon a tanner, by tho sea side , who when 
he cometh shall speak unto thee Immedi- 
ately therefoie I sent to theo, and thou hast 
well done that thou art come Now theiefoie 
are we all heie piesent before God to hear all 
things that are commanded thee of God Ihen 
Peter opened his mouth, and said Of a truth I 
perceive that God is no respecter of peisons , but 
in every nation he that feareth him and woiketh 
1 igh*eousness is accepted with him Although 
God had favoied the Jews abo\e all othei na- 
tions yet if they rejected light and did not live 
up to their piofebsion they were no moie oxaltcd 
in his esteem than other nations Those among 
the Gentiles who like Cornelius fea ed God and 
woiked righteousness, living up to what light 
they had were kindly legarded by God, and their 
sincere service was accepted 

But the faith and ughteousness of Cornelius 
could not be perfect without a knowledge of 
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Chust, therefoio God sent that light and knowl 
edjjo to him for tho farther development of his 
■"ighteo 33 chaiactei Many reiuse to receive the 
light winch the providence of God sends them 
aud as an excuse for so doing quoto tho woids 
of Peter to Cornelius and his friends ' But in 
every nation he that feareth Him and worketh 
righteousness is accepted with him They 
maintain that it is of no consequence what men 
believe so long as tneir works are good Such 
ones are wrong, faith must unite with their 
works They should advance with the light 
that is given them If God bungs them in con 
ncction with his seivants who have received 
nc\r truth substantiated by tho Word of God 
they should accept it with joy Truth is onward 
Iruth is upwaid On the other hand tho-o who 
claim that their faith alone will save them are 
tiusting to a lope of sand, for faith is strength 
encd and made perfect by worl s only 

Petei preached Jesus to that company of at 
tcnttve hearers, his lifo ministry mnacles be 
tta^al crucifixion resuirection and ascension 
and his work in Heaven as mans Rcpiesentative 
ana Ad\ oca f e to plead in the smnei s behalf As 
the apostle spoke his heart glowed with the Spirit 
of God « tiuth which he was p escntiug to the peo 
pie H s heai ei s w»re charmed by the doctrine 
they heaid for tneir hearts had been prepared to 
leceiio *ho truth The apostle was irterrupted 
by the descent of tho Holy Ghost as was mam 
fested on the d n y of Pentecos 1, And they of 
tho cucumc ision whicn believed vcre astonished 
rs many as carre with Petei becauso that on the 
Centilcs also was poured out the gift of tho Holy 



Ghost For they heaid them speak with tongues 
and magnify God Then answeied Peter Can 
any man foibal watei, that those should not be 
baptized, which have leceived the Holy Ghost as 
well as wo? And he commanded them to be 
baptized in the name of the Loid Then pia} cd 
they him to tarry certain do> s 

The descent of the Holy Ghost upon the Gen 
tiles was not an equivalent foi baptism Tho 
lequisite steps in conveision in all cases aio 
faith repentance and baptism Thus the true 
Christian chuich are united in one Lord one 
faith one baptism Diverse temperaments are 
modified by sanctifying grace and the same dis 
tiDguishmg pimciplcs regulate tho lives of all 
Petei yielded to the entreaties of the believing 
Gentiles and lemamed with them for a time 
pleaching Jesus to all the Gentiles thereabout 

When the brethren in Judea heard that Peter 
haa pieached to the Gentiles, and had met with 
them and eaten with them in their houses, they 
were surprised and oFended by such strange 
movements on his pai L They feared that such 
a course which lool ed presumptuous to them, 
would tend to contiadict his own teachings As 
soon as Peter visited them they met him with 
seveio censuie saying Thou wentest in to men 
uncucumcised and didst eat with them 

Then Peter lehearscd the mattci fiom tho 
beginning and expounded it by oidei unto 
them saying I was in tho city of Joppa pray 
mg , and in a tiance I saw a vision, a certain 
vessel descend as it had been a gieat sheet let 
down from heaven by four comeis and it came 
even to me Upon the which when I had fas- 
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tened mine eyes I considered and saw four 
footed beasts of t.ie tartb and wild beasts and 
creeping things and fowls of the air And I 
heaid a voice saving unto me, Arise Peter, 
slay and cat Bat I said, Not so Loid , foi 
nothing common or unclean hath at any time 
entered into my mouth But the voice an 
sweied me again from heaven "What God hath 
cleansed, that call not thou common And this 
was done thiee times, and all were drawn up 
again into heaven And behold, immediately 
theie were three men already come unto the 
house where I was sent from Cesarea unto me 
And the Spirit bado me go with them nothing 
doubting Moreover, these six brethren accom 
panied me and we enteied into the mans house 
And ho shewed us how lie had seen an angel 
in his house which stood and said unto hun 
S nd men to Joppa and call for Simon whose 
umixne 13 Peter who shall tell thee words 
wheieby thou and ail thy house shall bo 
saved Ho pleaded that the vision admon 
ished him no longer to keep up the ceiemonial 
distinction of c rcumcision and uncircumcision 
nor to look upon the Gentiles as unclean for God 
was not a respecter of poisons His caution was 
m?de manifest to his brctlnen from the fact that 
although commanded by God to go to the Gen- 
tile s house he had taken witn him six of tho dis 
ciples then piesent as witne c ses of all he should 
sav or do while theie 

Ho lecounted tho events of this first meeting 
with the Gentiles saying And as I began to 
speal the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at 
the beginning Then lemembeied I the woid of 



the Lord how that ho said, John indeed bap 
tized with water, but yo 6hall be baptized with 
the Hol\ Ghost Foiasmuch then as God gavo 
them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed 
on the Lord Jesus Christ what was I that I could 
withstand God ? 

The disciples upon hearing this account wero 
silenced and convinced that Peters course was in 
duect fulfillment of tho plan of God, and that 
their old prejudices and exclusiveness were to bo 
u tterly destroyed by the gospel of Christ When 
they heard these things, they held their peace 
and glorified God saying Then hath God also to 
tho Gentiles granted repentance unto life 

DELIVER YNCE OP PrTER 

Herod was professedly a proselyte to the Jew 
ish faith and apparently very zealous in perpetu- 
ating th e cu emonies of the law The government 
of Judea was in his hands, subject to Claudiu" 
tho Roman empeior , he also held the position ot 
tctraich of Galilee Herod was anxious to obtain 
the favor of the Jews hoping thus to mako so 
euro his ohices rnd honors Ho theieforo pio 
ceeded to cairy out tho desnes of the Jews m 
peisccuting tho church of Chust Ho began his 
woik by spoiling the houses and goods of the 
believers he then began to imprison the leading 
ones He seized upon James and cast him into 
prison and there sent an executioner to kill him 
\i ith a sword, as another Herod had caused the 
prophet John to be beheaded He then became 
bolder seeing that tho Jews were well pleased 
with his acts and imprisoned Peter These era- 
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cities were performed duing tho sacied occasion 
of the passover 

James -was ono of the three favored disciples 
who had been brough* into the closest relation 
ship with Christ James John and Peter weie 
his chief witnesses aftei his death They e aw 
the tiansfiguration of the Savioui and beheld 
him glonfied They weie in the garden with 
him dining the night of his agony James and 
John weie the sons of Zebedee the ones whom 
Jesus had asked Are ye able to drink of the 
cup that I shall drink of and to be baptized with 
the baptism that I am baptized with ? When 
James was rudely thrust into prison and uncerc 
moniou^ly summoned to execution he understood 
more fully than e\ cr before the words of his Lord 
upon that occasion 

There was great grief and consternation at tho 
death of James When Peter was also impns 
oj.ed the entiro church engaged m fasting and 
piajer While the Jews were celebrating the 
memorial of then* deliverance from Egypt, and 
pietendmg gieat zeal for the law they weio at 
the same time persecuting and murdering tho 
behe\crs in Chnst thus tiansgiessingevciy prm 
ciplo of that ltw At these gieat lehgious gath 
ciings they stnred one another up against tno 
Cmistians till they v, ere united m a bitter hatied 
of them 

The pcoplo applauded the act of Herod in 
causiLg the death of James though some of 
tnem complained of the private manner in whic 1 
it wis accomplished maintaining that a public 
execution "Kould have had the efilct to more 
thorough!} intimidate all believers and sympa 



thizers Herod thciefoie held Pctei in custody 
foi the purpose of giatifymg the Jews by 
the public spectacle ot his death But it was 
suggested to the luler that it would not bo 
safe to brmg the veteian apostle out for execu 
tion befoie ill tho people who were assembled 
in Jeiusalem for the passover It was ieaied 
that his \enerab 1 e appearance might excite 
their pity and respect, they also dreaded lest he 
should make one of those powerful appeals which 
had frequently roused tho people to investigate 
the life and chaiacter of Jesus Christ, and which 
they with all then artifice were totally unable 
to conti overt In such a case tho Jews appre 
bended that his lelease would be demanded at 
the hands of the kmg 

Peter s ardent zeal in vindicating himself and 
in advocating the cause of Christ had lost to tho 
Jews many of their brethren and they stood in 
gieat diead of his having an opportunity to lift 
up his voice in the piesenco of all tho nations 
and people that had come to tho city to worship 
Iherefoie tho apostle was placed under chaigo of 
sixteen soldiers who alternated in guaidmg him 
day and ni^ht But it was in vain that the puny 
aim of man was lifted agamst the Lord He, 
by the putting forth of his might was about to 
stay the piecious blood which the Jews would 
have been emboldened to shed had not divine 
powei interposed 

While the execution of Peter was being do 
layed upon various pretexts until after the pass 
over, the church of Christ had time for deep 
seaichmg of heait and earnest prayer Stiong 
petitions tears and fasting were mingled to 
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gclhei They pri} cd without ceasing for P<.tei , 
they felt that ho could not bo spared from the 
Christian woik, and they felt that they had ar 
lived at a point where without tho special help 
of God the church of Christ would become ex 
tmct 

Meanwhile worshiper of eveiy nation sought 
tho temple which had been dedicated to the serv- 
ice of God and which lemamed, to all appear- 
ance the same as when tho shekinah had glon 
ned it, with tho exception of additional embel 
lmhment But God was no longer to be found 
in that palace of loveliness ghttei ing with gold 
and precious stones and presenting a spectacle of 
grandeui and beauty to all beholders 

The day of Peters execution was at last ap- 
pointed, but still the prayeis of tho beheveis 
ascended to Heaven And while all their enei 
gies and sympathies were called out in fervent 
appeal* angels of God were guarding the lta 
pnsoued apostle Mans extremity is God s op 
portunity Peter was placed between two sol 
diers and was bound by two chains each chain 
being fastened to the wrist of one of his guard 
lie was therefoie unable to move without their 
knowledge The puson doors were secuiely 
fastened and a strong guaid was placed before 
them All chanco of rescue or escape by human 
means was thus cut off 

The apostle was not intimidated by his situa- 
tion Since his re instatement after his denial of 
Christ ho had unflinchingly braved danger, and 
manifested a noble courage and boldness m 
preaching a crucified risen and ascended Savioui 
Ho now called to mind the words of Jems ad 



dressed to him Verily verdy I say unto thee 
When thou wast young thou girdedst thysolf, and 
walkedst whither thou wouldest , but when thou 
shalt be old thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, 
and another shall gird thee, and carry thee 
whither thou wouldest not He believed tho 
time had now como when he was to yield up his 
life for Christ s sake 

The night before his appointed execution Pe- 
ter bound with chains slept between the two 
soldiers as usual Heiod remembeung the es- 
cape of Peter and John from prison where they 
had been confined because of their faith took 
double precautions on this occasion The soldiers 
on guaid in ordei to secure their extia vigilance 
were made answerable for tho safe keeping of 
the pusonei He was bound as has been de 
sciibed in a cell of massive rock tho doors of 
which weio bolted and bailed Sixteen men 
weie detailed to guaid this cell relieving each 
other at iegulai intervals I'oui comprised the 
watch at ono time But the bolts and bars and 
Roman guaid which effectually cut off fiom the 
prisoner a possibility of human aid were only to 
result in making the triumph of God more com- 
plete in Petei s dehveiance from puson Heiod 
wa<3 lifting his hand against Omnipotence and 
he was to bo utteily hum hated and defeated 
in his attempt upon the life of the servant of 
God 

On this last night befoie the execution, a 
mighty angel commissioned from Heaven, de 
scended to rescue him Tho strong gates which 
shut m the saint of God, open without the aid of 
human hands tho angel of tho Most High enters 
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and they close again noiselessly behind him He 
enteis the cell hewn from the solid rock, and 
thee lies Petei sleeping the blessed peaceful 
<*leep of innocence and peifect trust m God whde 
chained to a powciful guard on either side of 
him The light which enveloped the angel illu 
mmafced the pnson but did not waken the sleep 
mg apostle Hu was the sound lepose that 
mvigoiates and ie*iew* and that comes of a good 
conscience 

Peter is not awakened until he feels the 
stioko of the angels hand and heara his voice 
saying Arise up quickly He sees his cell 
w Inch had never been blessed by a ray of sun- 
shine illuminated by the light of Heaven and 
an angel of great gloiy standing before him 
lie mechanically obeys the voice of the angel, 
and in using lilts his hands and finds that tho 
chains have been broken from his wrists Again 
the voice of the angel is heard Gird thyself 
and bind on thy sandals 

Again Peter mechanically obeys keeping his 
wondcung gare riveted upon his heavenly vis 
itant and believing himself to be dreaming or in 
a vision Iho armed soldiers aie passive as if 
chiseled from marble as the angel again com 
mands Cast thy garment about thee and follow 
me Theicupon tho heavenly being moves 
toward tho door and the usually talkative Peter 
follows dumb fiora amazement They st°p ovei 
the motionless guard and reach the heavily 
bolted and barred door, which swings open of 
its own accoid and closes sgain immediately 
while the guard within and outside the door are 
motionle s at then posts 



Tho second gate which i<* also guaidcd within 
and without is reached , it opens as did tho first 
with no cieaking of hinges 01 lattling of iron 
bolts , they pass without and it closes again as 
noiselessly They pass through tho third gate 
way m the samo mannei and at last find thom- 
sehes m the open street Nowoidis spoken, 
thero is no sound of foot3*op , the angel glides 
on befoie encircled by a light of dazzling bught 
ness and Pe f er follows his deliveier bewildered 
and believing himself to be in a dieam Stieet 
aftei stieet is threaded thus and then the mis 
wion of the angel being completed ho suddenly 
di appeals 

As the heavenly light faded away Petei felt 
himself to bo in profound daikness , but gradually 
the daikness seemed to decrease as he became 
accustomed to it and ho found himself alone in 
tho silent stieet with the cool night air upon his 
biow He now lealized that it was no dream or 
vision that had visited him He was free, in a 
familial part of the city, he lecogmzed the place 
as one winch he had often frequented and had 
expected to pass for the last time on the moriow 
when upon the way to the scene of his piospect 
lve death He tried to iccpII the events of tho 
last few moments He remembei ed falling asleep 
bound between the two soldiers with his sandals 
and outer garment removed He examined his 
person and found himself fully die«sed and 
girded 

His wribts, swollen from wearing the ciuel 
irons were now free fiom the manacles, and he 
reabzed that his freedom was no delusion but a 
blessed reality On the moriow he was to have 
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been led foith to die, but lo an angel had deln 
cicd him fiom prison and fiom death And 
when Petei was come to himself he said Now I 
know of a suiety that the Lo~d hath sent his 
angel and hath dehveied me out of the hand of 
Heiod and fiom all the expectation of the peo 
pie of the Jews 

The apostle made his way direct to the house 
wheie his bicthicn weio assembled together for 
piayci , he found them engaged in earnest 
pra} er for him at that moment And as Peter 
knocked at the dooi of the pate a damsel came 
to heaiken named Rhoda And when she knew 
Petei s voico she opened not the gate for glad- 
ness, but lan in, and told how Petei stood befoie 
tbo gate And they said unto her Thou art mad 
Eut she constantly affiimcd that it was even so 
Then said they It is his angel But Peter con 
tinued knocking* and when they had opened the 
door and saw him, they were astonished But 
he beckoning unto them with the hand to hold 
then peace declaied unto them how the Lord 
had bi ought him out of the puson And ho said 
Go show these things unto James and to tho 
biethren And he departed and went into 
anothei place 

Joy and praiso filled the boat ts of the fasting 
piaymg belicveis that God had heaid and an 
sweicd then piayeis and delivered Petei fiom 
the hand of Heiod In the morning the people 
gathered together to witness the execution of the 
apostle Heiod sent oflicers to bring Peter fiom 
pi 1 son with gieat display of arms and guaid in 
oidei to msuie against his escape to intimidate 
ah *) m^athizei* and to exhibit his own power 



Meanwhile teiror and moi tification had seized 
the Roman guard at the puson when they found 
that the prisoner was gone It had been ex 
pressly stated to them that their lives would be 
answeiable for tho life of their charge and foi 
that leason they had been specially vigilant But 
the God of Hea\en had thwaited tho puipose ol 
wicked Heiod There was the guaid at tho 
door of the prison the bolts and bars of the dooi 
still fast and strong the guaid inside the cbaino 
attached to the wrists ot the two soldiers , but 
the prisoner was gone 

When tho repoit of these things was bi ought 
to Heiod he was exaspeiated and charged the 
keepers of the prison with unfaithfulness They 
weie accoidmgly put to death for the alleged 
crime of sleeping at their post At the samo 
time Herod know that no human powei had les- 
cued Petei But he was determined not to ac 
1 nowledgo that a divine power had been at work 
to thwart his base designs He would not hu 
railiato himself thus but set himself boldly in 
defiance of God 

Herod not long after Petors dclnoiance from 
prison went down fiom Judea to Cesaiea and 
theio abode He theie made a grand festi 
val deigned to excito tho admnation and ap 
plauso of the peoplo Pleasure loveis fiom all 
quaiters were assembled together, and there was 
much feasting and wine dunking Heiod made 
a most goi^eous appearance before tho people 
Ho was clad in a robe sparkling with silvei and 
gold that caught tho rays of the sun in its glit 
tenog folds and dazzled the eyes of the behold 
ers \Vi f h gieat pomp and ceremony ho wtood 
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befoie the multitude and addressed them in an 
eloquent oration 

Ihe majesty of his appearance and the power 
of his well chosen language swayed the asscm 
bly with a mighty influence Then senses were 
already per\eited by feasting and wme, they 
wero dazzled by bis glittering decoiations and 
charmed by his grand depoi tment and eloquent 
woids , and, wild with enthusiasm they showeied 
upon him adulation; and proclaimed him a god 
declaung that moitalman could not present such 
an appeal ance 01 command such startling elo 
quence of language They farther declared that 
they had evei lespected him as a lulei, but from 
henceforth they should worship him as a god 

1 hcse people had icfused to acl nowledge Chi is t 
whose coai so and often travel stained gaiments 
wcie worn o\ci a heaib of divine love ncli with 
that mwaid adorning a meek and gentlo spmt 
Their eyes blinded by sin lefusedtosee beneath 
that humble extcnor the Loid of hfo and glory 
though his meicy and divine power were revealed 
befoio them in works that no man could do 
But they wcie leady to bow down and woiship 
as a god the haughty king whoso splendid gai 
incuts of sihei and gold weio worn over a coi 
lupt and ciutl heirt Ihey did not attempt to 
penetrate his vain display and read the depravity 
and deceit of his character and the wickedness of 
his aaily life 

H>iod 1 new that he deserved none of this 
praise and homage t } et he did not rebuke the 
idolatry oi the people but accepted it as his due 
J ho glow of giatified prido "was on his counto 
nanco s 1 c hcaid th« shout accord It is tho 



voice of a god and not of man 1 Tho samo voices 
which now glorified a vile sinner had, but a few 
yeais befoie raised the fienzied cry of Away 
with Jesus ' Crucify him crucify him ! Herod 
received this flatteiy and homage with great pleas 
uie and his heait bounded with triumph , but 
suddenly a swift and teinblo change came ovci 
him His countenance became pallid as death 
and distoited with agony , great diops of sweat 
started fiom his poies He stood a moment as it 
transfixed with pain and terioi then turning his 
blanched and livid face to his horror stricken 
fi lends he cued in hollow despairing tones, He 
whom you have exalted as a god is stiuck with 
death ■ 

lie was borne in a state of the most e\.ciuciat 
ing anguish fiom tho sceno of wicked leveliy 
tho mirth and pomp and display of which lie 
now loathed in his soul A momont befoie he had 
been the proud recipient of the praise and woi 
ship of that vast thiong — now he felt himself in 
the hands of a llulei mightier than himself 
Remorso seized him he lcmembeied his ciuel 
command to slay the innocent James, he remera- 
boied his relentless persecution of tho followers 
of Chust and his design to put to death the 
apostle Peter, whom God had deliveied out of 
his hand , he remembered how, m his mortifica- 
tion and disappointed rage he had wreaked his 
unreasoning ie\enge upon the keepers of the pris- 
oner and executed them without mercy He felt 
that God who had rescued the apostle from death, 
was now dealing with him the relentless peise- 
cutoi He found no relief fiom pain of body oi 
anguish of mind and he expected none Herod 
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•was acquainted with the law of God which says 
' Thou shalt have no othci gods befoie me and 
he knew that in accepting the worship of the 
people he had filled up the measure of his m 
lquity and had brought upon him the ]ust wrath 
ot God 

The same angel who had left the loyal courts 
of Heaven to rescue Petei fiom the power of his 
pcisccutoi had been the messenger of wiath and 
judgment to Heiod The angel smote Petei to 
prouse him from s'umbcr, but it was with a dif 
ferent stroke that he smote the wicked king bring 
ing raoital disease upon him God poured con 
tempt upon Herod s piide and his person which 
he had exhibited decked in shining apparel be 
foie the admiring gaze of the people was eaten 
by worms and putrefied while yet alive Herod 
died in great agony of mind and body undei tho 
letnbutive justice of God 

This demonsti wtion of divine judgment had a 
mighty influence upon tho people "While the 
apostle of Christ had been miraculously delivered 
fiom puson and death his persecutor had been 
stucken down by the cuise of God The news 
was borne to all lands and was the means of 
bungmg man} to believe on Chust 



